December 2017 and January 2018

MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Seasonal pieces from some of our
wonderful exhibitions in the Max Lock
Gallery over the past month: ‘Inspire’s’
Christmas Challenge, Mark’s Dove of
Peace and the W.C.E’s Fantastic
Follies. (see p.9) Do come in to see our
own Christmas Craft Show during
December.

v Please note:

v Subscriptions are due on 2nd January – a form is attached or enclosed.
v If you would like to continue to receive the Newsletter, you will need to
make sure that you are a member. (see p.2)
v Members will automatically become friends once the C.I.O. is set up ........
then we’ll have a PARTY!
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Sue’s News : CIO, ‘Objects’, Data, Subs., Fire Assessments ..........
Hot off the Press so to speak is news of
the Charity Commission’s reaction to our
application to re-structure to a CIO. In the
draft Constitution we specified our
‘Objects’ as:
•

•

(a) to renovate, preserve and
maintain for the public benefit the
property known as Stuart House
Liskeard; and
(b) to raise the cultural awareness
of the public by continuing to
develop and promote Stuart House
as an Arts and Heritage Centre for
South East Cornwall.

The Charity Commission were happy with
(a) but so far as (b) is concerned made
the comment that the wording was not in
charitable format and did not constitute a
charitable purpose. They have therefore
suggested replacement of (b) with the
following:
•

(b) to advance the education of the
public in history, particularly the
history and heritage of Cornwall
and the history of Stuart House,
and advance the public in the arts,
in particular but not exclusively by
continuing to develop Stuart House
as an arts and heritage centre for
South East Cornwall.

At November’s monthly meeting (which
was attended by all trustees) the decision
to agree to the Charity Commission’s
proposal was unanimous and the
application should (in theory!) now
proceed quickly on that basis.
It follows that I am very hopeful that our
targeted date for re-structuring, 31st
December 2017, should be achievable. At

the very least if that date does not prove
achievable, then I am confident that the
change-over date will be soon thereafter.
At this time of year we normally make
arrangements for a New Year party for our
members. There will be a party – which
will be arranged once the CIO formalities
have been put in place. You will then be
able to meet the trustees and we should
soon thereafter be able to give details of
our future ‘open’ meetings.
Many administrative changes have
already been made and will continue to be
made and none of those affect our
members. New Data Protection rules will
come into effect next year and these will
have a bearing on how we store your
details and, importantly, your consent for
storage. Those points will be covered at
the appropriate time. In the meantime,
however, those of you who are not
members (remember under CIO members
will become be ‘friends’) will not be
receiving our newsletter as hitherto and
the details of all non-members will be
removed from our mailing lists. Our Editor
has included a reminder that all annual
subscriptions now fall due and those
should be renewed as usual and as soon
as possible, please. Any non-members
who wish to continue to receive this
newsletter and to enjoy future benefits as
‘friends’ should therefore consider joining!
Bob is pushing forward with our Fire Risk
Assessments covering all parts of the
building. This is a massive task. The
trustees voted to accept a quotation in
respect of new fire extinguishers and are
arranging a complete check of our fire
alarm system. Emergency lighting is also
under consideration.

Sue Glencross, Hon. Sec.

2018 will see lots of development to
Stuart House and its neighbours.
There will be lots of continuity too, in
many of the things that matter to us
as an Arts and Heritage Centre, and
we look forward to it. Lots of hard
work though!
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The George Vaughan-Ellis Memorial Talk and Dinner
Our first George Vaughan-Ellis talk and dinner, held in the Gallery on Thursday
November 16th, was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.
Before dinner, Paul Holden,
gave a fascinating personal
talk
covering
his
own
conversion to becoming an
architectural historian, his
accidental
discovery
of
exciting
documents
in
Southampton relating to early
18th-century
amateur
astronomer
and
courtier
Samuel Molyneux (eventually
disgraced
after
crediting
stories of the rabbit woman of
Godalming), the extraordinary
Lanhydrock Atlas and a book
in the library there with direct
Henry VIII associations, and his absolute passion for Cornish country houses.
Throughout, Paul linked with George’s love of Cornish history – and his driving of
splendid cars to access it! Richard Coad, who was responsible for rebuilding at
Lanhydrock ‘in the spirit of conservation’ (but with fireproof concrete ceilings) after the
1881 fire, was one of Georges ‘heroes’, and through his architectural practice, George
was able to provide Coad’s plans for the work there. The talk left us wanting to know
even more, but dinner called!
Paul Holden: House and Collections Manager at
Lanhydrock, where he has worked almost 20 years.

Victor had masterminded, and
produced,
a tremendous
dinner – an excellent tomato
and basil soup, roast chicken
(mushroom
pies
for
vegetarians) and fruit crumble.
We thank Victor – and those
others who helped with the
dinner
(and
clearing
up
afterwards!) –
including
Nancy, Sioux, Linda and
Kelvin.
Altogether a lovely evening,
which those present, including
some of George’s family, felt that
George would have enjoyed very
much.
(ed.)

Victor checking the venue before guests arrived.
No wonder he looks concerned – cooking a three
course dinner for twenty plus came after a full day’s
Coastwatch course, and before an exam. on it next
morning!

We have no more talks planned for December and January at Stuart House, but look
out for news of 2018 plans.
The Old Cornwall Society (open to visitors in the Trecarrel Room every Wednesday
morning), is holding more talks: Fridays, 2.30pm, Long Room, Public Hall.
* Friday 8th December – Carole Vivian - ‘In Search of Smugglers’
* Friday 12th January - Alan & Anne Cox - ‘Cornish Eccentric Personalities’
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December’s Thought from our Garden’s Overseer
As 2017 comes to an end, meteorologists
tell us that this year has been another of
the warmest on record. Well, we could
have guessed that by the way the weeds
have refused to slow down in the Stuart
House garden this autumn. In midNovember many flowers were still
blooming, including several of the roses,
cranesbill geraniums, antirrhinums and
Schizostylis. The begonias in the large
pots in their sheltered position by the back
door look as if they’ll carry on until
December! This all means that at this late
stage in the horticultural year the dwarf daffodils and the tulips are still waiting to be
planted as it has seemed heartless to cut down plants that continue to give colour.
So this is the time again to thank all those who have over the year given such kind
comments on how much they enjoy the garden. The volunteers greatly appreciate
this. One of the great rewards in gardening is that gardeners are always willing to
swap cuttings and seeds and to share experiences, thoughts and discoveries. Many
thanks for yours. Here are a few of mine.
An excellent cranesbill geranium is one
called “Rozanne” which can be seen
growing in the circular herbaceous bed at
Lanhydrock House. It has sparkling midblue flowers in great abundance until early
winter. A must-have for Stuart House next
year.
Fallen leaves of magnolia trees are among
the best for revealing their delicate
structural skeletons when they rot down. Visitors to the garden are welcome to
rummage around the leaves in the
corners near the shed and tables to
see if they can find particularly good
examples. Hold them against the light
to photograph them, as in the shot
accompanying this article. Incidentally,
one of the easiest ways to deal with
fallen leaves is to spread them under
shrubs. They act as a mulch and
greatly improve fertility and soil
structure.
At this time when evenings darken too
soon, everlasting flowers are an excellent way of brightening up indoors. The easiest
sort is Helichrysum (straw flower) which usually have strong stems that don’t need
wiring to hold them upright. I prefer the pastel shades, especially yellows. Sow the
seed in April. Cut the flower stems just as the bottom petals (actually sepals) open
back, hang in small bunches indoors in a shaded place, and they will continue
opening just the right amount. When they’re drying they have that same delicious
smell as new-mown grass. They look great in pots with narrow necks, or hung in
larger bunches, or used to decorate a small bare branch as a completely different
sort of Christmas tree. They are a mainstay of the Cotehele House garland, and will
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be used in some of the Stuart House decorations this winter. Honesty is a very easy
plant too. It’s biennial, so the seeds sown in May or June one year will bloom the
next (violet flowers) and then quickly produce those wonderful translucent seed pods
full of seeds to start off again. Rub off the two outer coats of the pod to leave just the
clean middle layer that looks just like a beautiful full moon. (Hence its name,
Luneria).
Many garden plants will grow quite
happily without any fussing over, and
seemingly without any soil. So
instead of spending time pulling out
weeds growing in cracks around the
house, try scattering flower seeds
there instead. Those that do well
include Honesty, Field Marigold,
Anthemis, Forget-me-not, Hollyhock,
Calendula, Primrose, Escholtzia,
Welsh
Poppy
(Mecanopsis
cambrica),
Campanula
(several
sorts), creeping yellow Zinnia
(Santvitalia) and Mexican daisy (Erigeron karvinskianus). The last two will flower
continuously from June to November.
More ideas for good gardening with minimal effort will follow in subsequent
newsletters, starting in the New Year with that promised list of plants that slugs and
snails reliably stay away from.
A final 2017 gardening thought. The last line of the novel “Candide”, otherwise known
as “The Optimist”, by Voltaire, published in 1759, advises: Il faut cultiver notre
jardin (we must cultivate our garden). This is one of the most well-known phrases
in the French language, and has different interpretations. Some say that the author is
advising us to look after our own affairs rather than to criticise others. A second
suggestion is that we should always have an eye on the main chance. However, my
favourite understanding is that we are advised to be industrious and to develop our
personal qualities and talents if we want to be content.
Do have a happy mid-winter, perhaps in the company of your favourite seed and
plant catalogues.
Malcolm Mort
We thank Malcolm for all his plant work, with his great volunteer team. We also thank
him for keeping an eye on the condition of the garden furniture, undertaking repairs
when possible and removing anything that could be unsafe. (Look out for more ideas
about garden furniture next year.) We also appreciate the superb photographs which
Malcolm takes to accompany his articles, including this month’s: roses and
cranesbills in bloom, a skeleton magnolia leaf and aquiligia leaves in the rain.
Thanks to him too for ensuring that we understand how to help ensure the best future
for the magnolia tree, currently surrounded by the building works next door.
(ed.)

THANK YOU, VAL
Val Moore has recently stepped down as a Trustee, and we
thank her for all that she has contributed, including her
enthusiasm for increasing sales of both indoor and outdoor
plants.
Val will continue, among her other volunteering, to run the
Garden Club which she founded. Their last meeting was in
mid November, and after the winter’s break, the next will be in
February (look out for the date), when gardening enthusiasts
can share more ‘garden gossip’ and knowledge, and plan
events for the year to come.

W.C.Es.
(see p.8)
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MUSIC at STUART HOUSE
Brighten an October Afternoon: Ilow Splann in concert,
Sunday 29th October
The editor writes ....In fact, it was a bright afternoon
outside, but Ilow Splann added to it! A good
audience – including some new to concerts in
Stuart House - came to listen to Carlton Crouch
and Maggie Willmott on their range of instruments:
border bagpipes, lute-like bouzouki, double-reed
cornamusen, drum (a traditional folk bodhran), four
different recorders and a violin, as well as voices.
There was a wide range of music, both medieval
and Cornish folk, but there were strong rhythms and
lovely tunes throughout, so that by the end of each
piece, it felt like a friend. Some were quiet, such as
Veni Creator Spiritus (10th century plainsong) whilst
others were loud, like the Horses’ Brawl dance
which began the concert. The two songs of courtly
love were sweetly plaintive, whilst one of the
audience observed that the Nine Brave Boys
Cornish dance was a sort of medieval hokey-cokey!
The drum softly kept the beat, the cornamusen’s
extraordinary sound epitomized early music, the violin kept a clear tune, the treble
and tenor recorders were mellifluous whilst the descant and sopranino sparkled, and
the two vocal lines interwove and blended. The audience joined in the finale – Parra
Hearn, a traditional Cornish song which may have been about taxing pilchards or
could have been about a pilchard feast!
And a feast awaited the
audience downstairs, where
Maggie’s ‘olde cakes’ : Fire of
London cakes. Elizabethan
Naughty cake and Tudor
Doucetes,
were
greatly
appreciated, and our colourfully
costumed performers joined us
to explain more about the
music. A lovely afternoon.
There's a Youtube
link to an extract of "Parra Hearn!" (recorded with audience participation at Stuart
House) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJrtK4kmSdY&feature=youtu.be and you can search for

other extracts on youtube. Illow Splann are also performing as part of Nadelik Lyskerrys on 1st
December (see p.10 ) and in other local events.
....................................................................................................................................................................

The ‘Lavish’ Art Exhibition in
November (see p. 9) included some
great musical interludes, with
organizer, artist and guitarist Mark
and friends. Especially memorable
were the experiments with cheerful
carols in minor keys!! (ed.)

6

Alison Smith

Classical Guitar Recital

19th November, 2017

The Stuart House Concert Series co-ordinator Angela Wunnam writes...............
An appreciative, near capacity, audience was
transported and enraptured by the sensitive and
very musical performance given by Alison Smith
on the classical guitar. She brought warmth and
heart to a dull, damp, November afternoon.
The first piece was a Passagaille by Silvius
Leopold Weiss who was a friend of J.S. Bach.
The slow melody was repeated on the bass
strings with beautiful bridge chords between the
haunting melodies.
Frederick Chopin loved the guitar and was
reputed to have said that the only thing better
than one guitar was two guitars. However, sadly
he never composed for it. The Spanish
composer, Tarrega, made up for this by
transcribing some of his pieces for the guitar.
Alison performed the beautiful and romantic
Nocturne No2 Op 9.
Moving to the present day, Alison performed
some pieces by William Lovelady who was born
in 1945. He composes film music for genres
such as Disney and the David Attenborough “Blue Planet” films. He is a guitarist who loves
to come and stay in a house on the Fowey Estuary. Alison played Curlew and The White
Stone. Both pieces evoked the mood and the sometimes ethereal feeling of Cornish coastal
scenery.
Dreams of a Russian Summer, also by Lovelady, alternated between the feeling of the
bleak, cold frosts and snow of a sombre Siberian winter and the composer’s memory of
sunny Russian summer days - evoked with balalaika-like tremolo themes.
Alison then moved us effortlessly to warm Brazil, playing the Choro de Saudade by Agustin
Barrios Mangore. This piece combines an extraordinary interplay between the lively rhythms
of traditional street music and nostalgic, longing and highly expressive melodies. The beauty
of these refrains, exquisitely performed, wafted over the audience like a perfumed Brazilian
breeze.
Milan Tesar (born in 1938) is a Czech composer known for very expressively linking
classical, jazz, and blues guitar styles. He wrote Four Ballade Stories for his wife. Many
jazzy chords and arpeggiated riffs blended in a supremely guitaristic style. Alison performed
them with a panache, rhythm and attack most appropriate to the style of the pieces.
The jazz theme was continued in a lilting performance of Lullaby of Birdland by George
Shearing and My Romance by Rogers and Hart.
Alison’s concert concluded with a bravura rendering of the Fantaisie Hongroise by Johann
Kaspar Merz. The audience was then soothed back to reality by a captivating encore
performance of A Day in November composed by the Cuban composer Leo Brouer.

STUART HOUSE
CONCERT SERIES
2018

The editor apologises for being unable to
include the photograph of the Liskeard
School performers on 15th October, now
received – technical issues!

Look out for details in February’s
Newsletter and in the House.
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PASSIONATE GARDENER
Cynthia's fond of gardening
she's done it all her life
fitting it into her busy routine
as artist, mother and wife
Her home's in town in Liskeard
where she plays her favourite game
planting flowers shrubs and trees
she knows them all by name
Her bees, once busy in their hive,
had helped the plants now grown
the veggie plot gives pleasure too
as she picks what has been sown
Her willing garden helpers
are inspired to match her pace
to carry out the work required
to maintain this lovely space
At ninety-five she gazes out
or strolls down to the end
planning next year's planting
and how much she'll need to
spend
Eileen Crouch
15.08.15

Cynthia Waller
Tony Wood writes in memory of Cynthia, and
Eileen Crouch gives us a poem written after a
visit to her.

Cynthia and her husband Dick moved to
Liskeard in 2002 and soon became very
enthusiastic members of the Trust. Sadly, age
and growing infirmity meant that they could not
take a very active part but they were both
eager that the whole project of conservation of
the House and its use for arts and heritage
should succeed. When Dick died in
2010 Cynthia presented the Trust with the
elegant long bench seat in the garden in his
memory. She was an enthusiastic and very
able painter of both watercolours and oils, who
often exhibited her work in exhibitions in the
House as well as in the Cancer Show. She
was confined to bed for the last two years but
still did her watercolours there and, when I
saw her before we left Liskeard in May, she
was still very alert and asking about the House
and the Trust. Even from her bed, Cynthia still
masterminded her garden and was full of
praise and ideas for the House garden too.
She died recently just short of her 98th
birthday.

............................................................................................................................

CRAFT SALE EVENTS organized by Nancy in the GALLERY
in NOVEMBER, and COMING in DECEMBER and JANUARY
Christmas Cards and Decorations ran from
13th-18th November. Below are knitter Maddie and
(Craft Club) Carol’s beaded light glasses
January 15th – 27th

Capes, Coats,
Cushions &
Cards
January 29th to
February 3rd

Jewellery,
Bags, Scarves
& Hats.

8

MORE OF NOVEMBER’S EVENTS in the MAX LOCK GALLERY
The West Country Embroiderer’s Exhibition was still in progress when
the last Newsletter went to press. One display reflected the events of the past twenty
years, as 2017 marked the 20th anniversary of the W.C.E.s. The variety and quality of
their work was extraordinary and beautiful. (see p.1 and p.5)

Alan Kingwell’s Exhibition of Landscapes and Seascapes (30th
October to 4th November)
Beginning with pictures being the backdrop for the
Ilow Splann concert, Alan Kingwell’s exhibition was
a great success. He said that he had sold more on
the first Monday than he’d expected to sell all week,
and there were lots of visitors, including one couple
who had come specially from Weymouth.
Visitors appreciated not only the oil paintings small
and large, both seascapes and moorscapes, but
also the smaller items for sale, all original and
lovely, and the variety of cards.
Visitors were also fascinated by the demonstrations
Alan did, and the build-up of the painting on the big
canvas in the window over the week. We were
reminded that Alan runs classes and 1:1 tuition
locally.
Extracts from the many comments in the visitors’
book included: ‘evokes so much’. ‘the most
beautifully painted landscapes’, moody and
peaceful’, ‘inspired’ and ‘been looking forward to this exhibition for months’.
Daughter Amber helped Alan welcome visitors during the week. Alan will return to the
Max Lock Gallery again from July 30th to August 4th next year.
...................................
From 6th to 11th November the

Creative Textiles Exhibition ‘Inspire’

featuring work by a small group of
textile artists mentored by Nina
Humphreys was breathtaking, in
terms of design, skill, originality
and beauty: simply exquisite. The
workbooks, which helped us to
understand something of the
inspiration
behind
and
the
development of the work were fascinating too. The deer heads were more amusing!
(see also p.1)

Carnival of the Imagination’s “Lavish’
Christmas Exhibition ran from 20th to 25th
November. The metalwork of Mark Gregory (see p.1
and 7 also) and his pictures, together with the work of
Biddy Lloyd, Claudia Hocking, Marielle Newton, Lizzy
Lister, Becky Dodman and Beth Munro drew viewers in
to everything from the large coast-scapes to the small
desk-scapes. An inspiring exhibition in so many ways.
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Diary of Events
December 2017 – January 2018
continuing to 2nd
Dec.

Pat’s Art Box with LinoShed

Saturday 2nd

Stuart House joins in with Nadelik Lyskerrys : A Cornish Christmas
with Liskeard Lights Up. The House is decorated ready for Christmas
and open late and there will be special refreshments. Children will be
collecting their Family Christmas Trail (Lergh Teylu Nadelik) cards
from the House during the afternoon. We’ll join with celebrating the
Cornish language too, as part of Golden Tree’s whole town event,
involving the Lions, the Liskerret Centre, traders, schools, artists,
churches and lots of other groups. Look up the events in the town on
Friday 1st too.

Monday 4th to
Thursday 21st

Christmas Fair in the Gallery
The House will be decorated for Christmas

Tuesday 5th
Tuesday 19th
Every Thursday

Liskeard Writers’ Group meet 2 – 4.30 pm.

Monday 11th
Friday 22nd to
Saturday Jan 13th

The Craft Club meets from about noon to 3pm. All crafters welcome:
beadwork, decoupage, sewing, card-making, rug making, pyrography
and more. All welcome.
Liskeard Poetry Group meet 4-6.30 pm.
The House is closed to the public
Please check for starting dates of regular events, like Writers’ and
Poetry Groups, the weekly Craft Club and the monthly Antiques
Valuation event – not certain at the time of going to press!

2018
Monday January
15th to Saturday
27th
Monday 29th to Feb
3rd
Coming in
February

Sale - ‘Capes, Coats, Cushions and Cards’
Sale - ‘Jewellery, Bags. Scarves and Hats’
•
•
•

Book Sale
Mixed Craft Sale
Concert in the Gallery (TBA)

The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café and Computer Research Suite are open
9.30 am – 3.30 pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays.
The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise.
Reception is usually open every weekday until at least 2 pm.
Articles, information, notices and photographs for the Stuart House
Newsletter to the editor, please (who must reserve the right to edit
th
as necessary), before 25 of the month for inclusion in the next
newsletter. Leave with Sioux in the Office or email to
rachelpbennett59@gmail.com

10

Barras Street
01579 347347
Liskeard
info@stuarthouse.org.uk
PL14 6AB
www.stuarthouse.org.uk
Stuart House Trust, Charity No. 294384

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL
I wish to support the work of the Stuart House Trust and enclose my
subscription/standing order for the current year
NAME.............................................................................................................................
ADDRESS......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.
............................................................................................ Post Code.......................
Signature................................................................................... Date...........................
Telephone.............................................................email.................................................
Suggested minimum donation for membership 2018
ADULT £10
JUNIOR £5
LIFE £140
GROUP £25
Please tick if you would like further information on how the Trust might claim
26 pence in every pound that is donated in your name, through the GIFT AID
scheme .....................
Please send the completed form with payment/standing order mandate to:
House Manager, Stuart House, Barras Street, Liskeard, Cornwall PL14 6AB
To make your payment by standing order please fill in the following
AUTHORITY 13 (1978) Standing Order Mandate
To....................................................................................................................... (Bank)
ADDRESS......................................................................................................................
.
.......................................................................................................................................
Please pay Lloyds Bank, Liskeard, sort code 30-95-08
For the credit fo Stuart House Trust Account no. 00155002
the sum of £ ............ amount in words ........................................................................
commencing ............................ (date of first payment)
and thereafter every 2nd January until further notice.
quoting reference (member’s name) ....................................................................... .....
and debit my account accordingly
ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED.........................................................................................
ACCOUNT NUMBER.....................................................................................................
SIGNATURE ...................................................................DATE ..................

