September 2014

As the new editor of this newsletter, I should like to thank outgoing
editor Tony Piper for the help which he has given – and I know will
continue to offer - during this transition period.
I wanted to get a
September edition out, so this edition may not yet be the blend of style
and substance which we hope for. Thank you to all contributors.
As a relatively new member of the Trustees, I hope to offer some
reflections, maybe in the next edition, on what has struck me most
about Stuart House and its activities. It may be that longer-term
members and supporters take for granted some things which I have
found surprising or simply did not know, and I cannot be alone in this.
Please continue to send in any contributions for and constructive
suggestions about the News Review to the editor, c/o Stuart House, by
25th of the month at the latest for anything to be included in the next
month’s newsletter.
Rachel Bennett

Stuart House’s Gratitude to Viridor

It cannot have escaped notice that the visual
appearance of the front of the House and the
entrance porch and cross passage has changed
radically over the past two and a half years. It
has been the subject of a long-term project the
purpose of which was to improve the presentation
of the House and its contents to the public. We
are indeed indebted to Viridor Credits whose
funding enabled us to put the ‘Stuart House
Public Presentation (and Educational) Project’ into effect. The funding obtained
from Viridor Credits enabled the Trustees to improve the arrangement of the
accommodation and presentation of museum exhibits thereby rationalising the
use of the rooms and making it better for school and group visits. Viridor
Credits provided funding for the new noticeboards (which replaced the old
wooden ones) at the front of the House, new lighting in the porch and cross
passage, and decorating and new carpet in the cross passage.
continued on page 2 ………
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New Signage for Stuart House
In 2013 the trustees asked advice from Tristram Besterman as to how best to present the house to
the public. His experience as the Curator of two leading Museums and Art Galleries had given him
the expertise to see what needed to be done to make the house less amateurish and confusing. The
first step was achieved last winter with the erection of the two glass and steel display boards either
side of the Porch. These were funded partly by a grant from the Viridor Land Fill Trust and partly from
the generous gift of the late Sheila Jay.
Now we have been able to move to the next step thanks to the design skills of Jo Hoskin, who had
already set the basic pattern of design in place with our letterheads and Newsletter format. She
located an experienced manufacturer. Parc Signs of St Austell, whose people were able to take her
designs and produce the new boards placed on the inside of the Porch.
This, coupled with her choice of colour for the facing wall and the redecoration of the porch walls,
has made the entrance eye catching and unique to the house. We now have new display panels for
the railings and there is a welcome ban on dangling banners and homemade signs.

The Henry Rice display has been recast in the new style in line with the history and heritage panels
already in the house.
The house has a house style of its own and the Trustees at their last meeting, agreed to extend
this style to all the internal notices in the house. In the next weeks these will all be put in place and
Tristram’s and Jo’s vision of a professional presentation of the house will be complete.
From a personal point of view, I am delighted that we have been able to achieve this after so many
years of hotch-potch signage. The house now presents as a professional, efficient and welcoming
institution of which we can all be proud.
Tony Wood

Stuart House’s Gratitude to Viridor (continued from page 1)
…. As a further result of their funding the Trustees were also able to have the King’s bed dismantled
and re-assembled upstairs which meant that the Civil War exhibition could be permanently mounted
in the Trussed Room. As a result of the generous funding by Viridor Credits the Trustees were then
able to extend public presentation by using its own funds to purchase signage for the railings and
the porch. The Trustees are currently considering new signage for use in the House itself to ensure
conformity throughout. It is always a struggle for the Trustees to ensure sufficient income is generated from the hire of rooms, the café and the craft shop to enable the House to remain open to
the public and to be properly maintained , repaired, and decorated. Without the assistance of such
organisations as Viridor Credits it would not have been possible for the Presentation Project to have
got off the ground.
Thank you Viridor!
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The first of a regular series of reflections on progress in the
garden from its new Overseer
Following Tony Wood’s decision to relinquish oversight of the maintenance and development of
the Stuart House garden, which he created, it is a great honour to be confirmed as his successor.
I have always felt that this garden is a special treasure, a little green oasis of unexpected tranquility away from the busy main road outside. The tall buildings that surround the garden filter the
noise of traffic, the trickling water of the fountains assisting in this and adding to the overall sense
of peacefulness. The glimpse of the garden from the road is enticing, especially reflected in the
new mirror, and the oft-used terms “secret” and “hidden” add to the garden’s mystery and attractiveness. Over the years I have observed how proportions and natural textures can come together
to create settings that imbue a sense of calmness and well-being: for me, Stuart House garden
comes into that category.
The structure of the garden is set to a formal design of the late 17th century. As with all gardens,
there is always on-going maintenance, including a constant battle with those plants that forever
seriously attempt to make the place their own. The main culprits in this garden include: enchanters
nightshade (with their fast creeping white roots), alkanet (which looks very like borage but which
is covered in little prickles), deadnettle, wild strawberry, rose bay willow herb, herb bennett, and
bramble.
A careful watch also needs to be kept on the roses, climbers, shrubs and trees to ensure that they
are kept them safely in bounds. Fortunately, some of the dedicated U3A Down to Earth garden
group, led by Ann Robinson, call in regularly to assist with aspects of the basic maintenance, including trimming the box hedging and bay trees. John Batey continues to mow the lawn regularly.
More major tasks will be carried out in the winter. Colour in a garden is always sought and appreciated, and further plant types to maintain floral continuity throughout the year will be identified,
whilst continuing to maintain the appropriate sense of place and time.
Projects include:•
•

•
•

New fine gravel was recently spread over some
of the pathways, and this task will be completed
in the near future.
The need to obtain new sets of chairs and tables
(with welcoming parasols for hot weather) has
already been discussed by the committee, and
funding and replacements will be identified,
hopefully this winter.
The bin area would look better screened in a wood
structure, and designs are being investigated
It is intended to complete this in the autumn.
More plants available for sale!

A welcomed touch this summer from Margaret was adding pots
of
New Guinea impatiens to the tables. These have performed really well and it will be good to continue this idea.
It will take a little time to get to know and observe the idiosyncrasies of the garden as it changes
throughout the year, and I very much look forward to working with everyone who looks after and
loves this space.
Malcolm Mort
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Music at Stuart House - Autumn 2014
We are delighted to announce the Sunday afternoon music programme for autumn this year.
On 21st September, we are thrilled to have Kyoko Tadaoka come and perform on traditional
Japanese instruments. She will be telling stories illustrated with music and will also tell us
about her instruments and their use in both traditional and more modern Japanese music
and performance.
Kyoko Tadaoka was born and raised on Okinawa Island, the southernmost, tropical part of
Japan, far from the mainland, with its own distinctive culture. Since a young age Kyoko has
been singing Okinawan songs, and since 2003 she began to study the Sanshin, Okinawan
banjo, performing in the Nomura style of Classical Uta-Sanshin. Currently she lives in the
UK where she is studying for a PhD in Contemplation and Time at
Plymouth University. She has performed Okinawan folk music at
concerts and festivals around the UK. She is a member of Japanese
myth and music production Mukashi Mukashi!.
We are extremely grateful to Kyoko for coming in September to
replace the original concert planned with Mina. Sadly, Mina has
had to return to Japan to look after her seriously ill parents. This
is a powerful obligation in Japanese culture and she has had to
leave her husband and daughter behind so as not to interrupt either
education or work. It is a very tough time for the family. Mina is
extremely sorry to have to let us down but hopes she may, in due course, be able to come
and perform at Stuart House. She had been looking forward to it.
STOP PRESS! Kyoko will be joined by Adrian Freedman playing
the shakuhachi (Japanese bamboo flute). He studied at Manchester
University and the Guildhall School of Music before spending seven
years in Japan learning the shakuhachi with Grand Master Yokoyama
Katsuya. Adrian has performed in Zen temples across Japan and
at world music and folk music festivals. He is also a composer and
has composed soundtracks for contemporary theatre and dance.
He has collaborated in many different performances and recordings
with musicians from across the spectrum of classical, traditional,
electronic and world music.
On 19th October, Liskeard Community College Music Department is returning for a
student concert, following their extremely successful debut performance at Stuart House
last year. Their abilities are outstanding and amazing and it is very definitely worth coming
to hear their entertaining and varied programme, whether or not you are a parent or relative.
Finally on 16th November we are delighted to welcome Jonathan Delbridge back for a
solo performance. He will be bringing his keyboard and, as always, it will be a magical
performance demonstrating Jonathan’s virtuosic playing as well as his well-honed abilities
to communicate his wonderful music to his audience.
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Further thoughts on the
Evening Concert Friday 20th June.
Caroline Bergius (harpsichord) Meinhard Holler (cello).
Some technical gremlin resulted in my full review not being available for the last edition of the
newsletter, although it did include a very appreciative report and a lovely photograph of the performers
and their instruments. I just wanted to add a few points about the gallery as a venue for this lovely
occasion and glorious music.
The exquisite Baroque programme perfectly suited the intimacy of Stuart House. Both instruments
resonated beautifully in the crystal-clear acoustic of the room. We were transported back to the feel
of Handel’s London home, where he composed this sublime music to be performed in just such a
room.
Caroline brought her double manual harpsichord, a replica of an instrument created in 1639 by
the Flemish harpsichord maker, Andreas Ruckers. The inner lid, painted by Johanna Koch-Müller,
depicted a sunset over the Ammersee, Bavaria. It is possibly the first time ever that such an
instrument has been played in Stuart House. Carrying it to concerts, tuning it and then performing
on it requires great dedication on the part of Caroline, and the warm evening in a room full of
enthusiastic listeners meant that the instrument did need a bit of retuning, which only enhanced the
audience’s appreciation and understanding of the delicate instrument.
We were honoured to have musicians of such calibre coming to perform at Stuart House.
Caroline and Meinhard were the first performers to decide to use the room the opposite way round
to the more normal experience. This, in fact, was a better use of the space, once we had got used
to the different feel. Stuart House is going to add further spotlights so that it will easily be possible to
use the room that way round again, should performers so desire.
Angela Wunnam
Organiser of the Stuart House Concert Series.

Eric Hainsworth.
Members, especially longer standing ones, will be very sad to hear of the death of Dr Eric
Hainsworth. He and his wife, Margaret, joined the Trust soon after moving down here from
Queensbury in the West Riding near Bradford.. They have been stalwart members of the Trust
and Eric was our treasurer for several years in the 90s. Together they were regular members
of the Saturday morning coffee group for many years and Margaret’s baking contributions were
very welcome at the various functions we hold during the year.
Eric himself was a lively, chatty and friendly man who must have been a very reassuring and
dedicated GP of the old school. He wrote and published a history of the Dewsbury practice and
often used to regale us with stories from his days there, many of them highly amusing. Sadly his
mind and memory deteriorated in recent years and he spent his last ones in the excellent care
offered by Coombe House, where he died in mid August.
We have missed his presence in Stuart House and, now that his absence from there is permanent,
we will remember him with fondness and respect. We send our sincere condolences to Margaret
and their family.
Tony Wood
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SUE’S NEWS of matters discussed at the Committee meeting on 18th August
‘If you go down to the Wood’s today’……….The chances are you will not find a Teddy Bear’s
picnic – but no-one at home! Despite saying on numerous occasions that he wants to
take more of a back seat in future, I have it on reliable authority that Tony Wood was at
the House very early one morning to take delivery of a dumpy bag full of gravel for the
garden which by 8:30a.m. had been barrowed through to the garden. Jane Wood chained
herself to the kitchen sink on Ploughman’s Fare Day, another of Tony’s ideas, which Stuart
House supported. The Town was buzzing and alive and congratulations are due to all who
organized the event. Your Chairman donned his pinny and joined wife Margaret as waiter/
kitchen porter serving coffees and cheesecake at an alarming rate.
On the day of our meeting Victor and Nancy had been run off their feet in the café, which is
going from strength to strength. The aim now is to keep it open for as long as possible each
day and to reap as much revenue as possible. We value our volunteers enormously, but
we need more of them!
The Craft and Gift Shop is becoming a valuable source of revenue and reputation but we
need to increase sales. The aim has to be to encourage as many visitors to the House and
Garden as possible to step into the shop. If our members are able to give a ‘push and a
shove’ in that direction it will be much appreciated.
Tony Ball’s First World War Exhibition proved to be a great success and resulted in
many donations. He is to be congratulated on presenting such very interesting and
moving narratives and cuttings. Some of his material will remain in the gallery with the
poppy-themed ‘Lest We Forget’ art and craft exhibition which Sioux has organised.
The front porch has been painted and new notices displayed which draw the eye into the
House. It has always been a problem trying to get the attention of the general public passing
by and we all feel sure that these new measures will attract. The front door is to be repainted in the ‘house blue’. The aim is to get people over the threshold – once they do that
they are always surprised at what lies within the House and Garden.
The Trustees unanimously approved the designs for new internal signage and the Treasurer
gave a nod of approval.
The subject of major discussion, as with last month, is the building work to the gable end.
I am not in a position to give further news at the moment but things are going on behind the
scenes and as soon as we can see the way forward then it will be communicated to you, the
members.
Sue Glencross – Hon. Sec.
August 2014.
Sioux Dunster organized the ‘Lest
We Forget’ exhibition and sale of
art and craft in the second part of
August . This followed, and kept
some of the material from, Tony
Ball’s ‘Liskeard’s Lost Generation’
exhibition. Thanks to Sioux for this,
and for her huge amount of work
as Stuart House Administrator
and a lot of other roles around the
House too.
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WORLD WAR 1 EXHIBITION – 4th to 16th AUGUST, 2014
With nearly 600 visitors to the Exhibition it obviously has to be rated as a success.
Holding it during August meant that numbers were, of course, bolstered by families
on holiday. These visitors were generally surprisingly very interested in what was on
display. Contact was made with one man who had booked a battlefield tour of
Gallipoli in September and who promised to send me information regarding the nine
or so local men who lost their lives in this unfortunate campaign in 1915. One family
from the Midlands were delighted to be able to take away a photograph of a relative
who served in the 4th Battalion of the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry (Territorials).
Considerable interest was shown by the overseas visitors from Germany, France,
Belgium, Australia and New Zealand. One young lady from Germany was so
engrossed in the jigsaw we had on display that her family went off leaving her
behind. The jigsaw was surprisingly popular with all ages. Some people returned
several times to help with its completion. I even saw a senior male member of the
Stuart House Trust having a go.
The Exhibition was, however, primarily designed for local people about local people
and life in Liskeard 100 years ago. It appeared
to be well received with several people making
distinct contributions which will be used in
future. For example I am building up quite a bit
of information on those who served and
survived. Some well known and respected
names will be highlighted including several
who became Mayors – Arthur Snell, Stanley
MP Cheryl Murray pays a surprise visit.
Maggs and Edwin Vosper. Information
received enabled the identification of one more territorial in the group photo. Only
about another 30 to go. Even Lewis Rapson’s dog is still nameless.
The number of ‘locals’ who came in was encouraging but one cannot but feel that we
should have attracted more. I cannot help feeling that some people think Stuart
House is ‘out of bounds’ especially upstairs. Even the holiday makers needed
reminding that the permanent exhibition of the top floor is worth the effort.
I could not have staged the Exhibition without the enthusiastic help from Jackie and
Paul. Many thanks to them. Also thanks to Stuart House for allowing me to use the
Gallery which is a first class venue. I hope the £120 collected from donations,
without much pressure, will go some way to show appreciation.
Next time I hope to concentrate on 1915. Recruiting steps up a pace and
preparations are being made for conscription. The ill-fated Gallipoli/Dardanelles
Campaign will also feature.
TONY BALL
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Diary of Events
September 2014

The Stuart House Craft and Gift Shop is open and will run until
Saturday 27th September: St.Matthew’s Day
Henry Rice Exhibition permanently open in the Rowse Room

Monday 1st –
Friday 5th

Adult Education annual exhibition of Students’ Coursework 9.30am
– 3.30pm

Monday 8th –
Saturday 13th

Exhibition of work by students of resident artist Linda Maynard.
9.30am – 3.30 pm Monday – Friday and 9.30am – 12.30 pm
Saturday
‘Hammer Out Brain Tumour’ Cornwall support group. 11.30 am –
1.30pm.

Tuesday 9th
Monday 15th –
Saturday 27th
Tuesday 16th
Sunday 21st
Tuesday 23rd
Saturday 27th
onward

‘Autumnal Jamboree’ – crafts exhibition and sale with Nancy
Antiques Valuation Day with Richard Hamm from Bearnes,
Hampton & Littlewood. 10am – 12 noon.
Concert in the Gallery. Kyoko Tadaoka and Adrian Freedman on
traditional Japanese instruments. 2.30pm. Tickets £7 including
tea and biscuits
Bipolar support meeting. 1pm – 3pm. Open to anyone affected in
any way.
The Big Draw on Saturday, then the exhibition ‘It’s Our World’
follows until October 4th.

Saturday 27th

St. Matthew’s Fair
The Sealed Knot Civil War re-enactment group will visit Liskeard
and give living history displays at Stuart House 10am – 4pm.

Monday 29th –
Saturday 4th
October

Arts and Crafts sale with Noelene Griffiths and Friends

OCTOBER

Look out for more events beginning with an antique tools sale and
bric-a-brac with John Batey and Terri Alcock from 6th – 11th.

The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café and Computer Research Suite are open
9.30 am – 3.30 pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays.
The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise.
The Office is open every weekday until at least 2 pm.
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