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St Matthews Fair Day, Saturday 28th September:
TOWN CRIERS AT STUART HOUSE
Oyez. Oyez. Oyez.
These familiar words
were heard many times
during St. Matthews
Fair Day.
A very
colourful gathering of
Town Criers assembled
in Stuart House garden
where they carried out
their
“Town
Crier”
competition.
Hosted by Liskeard
Town
Crier
Chris
Smirthwaite with his
consort Jennifer, Criers
and their consorts from
other towns in Cornwall
and Devon enjoyed the
hospitality of Stuart
House (especially when
they took shelter during a sudden downpour.) The visitors enjoyed the refreshments
provided for them during the day by Sioux and her helpers, and all those involved in making
the day such a success are thanked.
Eileen Crouch
(with thanks to Jackie Jenkins for the
photographs – assorted Town Criers in the
garden during the competition and Sioux
sorting the catering for some 25 visitors
ed.)
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Sue’s News ...
I have a confession to make: I am afraid that this month my mind is on matters other than
work, home, and Stuart House: having just returned from a visit to Edinburgh I am now
preparing for a visit to Southern India – from Madras, then down south and finally up to
Cochin. So forgive me if my mind is firmly concentrating on other things!
As I am in frivolous
mood, I cannot
resist telling this
tale. You will have
noted
the
pavement
works
taking
place
outside
Stuart
House
and
Wetherspoons
which will also take
in the awkward
turning into Bay
Tree Hill. Some of
you may have
noticed a sight
which has eluded
us for quite some
time: our water
meter. I do not
think
that
any
water meter has
been the subject of
more
discussion
than ours. When Taylors’ Garage was fully operative as a petrol station, it was on the
forecourt, very visible, and easily accessed for reading. Once the garage premises were
demolished, and hoardings were erected, our water meter was taken prisoner and we were
only occasionally able to gain access to read it by pleading with a series of keyholders to let
us in. Ultimately and inevitably the site became overgrown and at that point the location of
the meter was uncertain as it was firmly hidden beneath the vegetation and the petrol pumps
no longer gave a visual indication as to its whereabouts. However, by crawling around on
the ground readings were occasionally taken.
Imagine our delight when the Wetherspoons development commenced! The meter was
relocated to a convenient place beneath their forecourt and it was easily read. Our delight
was, however, short-lived when around this time last year it disappeared from view beneath
a random patch of tarmacadam. Heavy lorries and other traffic had started to park on the
forecourt which resulted in damage to the paviours on much of the forecourt and, more
noticeably, to the area around the water meter. That Mr Nobody (who did it?) decided in his
infinite wisdom that, although the cover to the water meter was clearly marked, it should be
hidden for all time beneath a layer of tarmac thus rendering it impossible for us to take a
reading but – more importantly – to turn off the water supply in an emergency. South West
Water to the rescue! A telephone call to them confirmed (as we already knew) that the water
meter was in their ownership and therefore their responsibility. The utility provider took its
responsibility seriously and the status quo was restored.
Again short-lived delight……….one morning a workman turned up to cover the meter with
tarmac. Around a month ago Bob, John and I attended a site meeting with representatives
of Liskeard Town Council who wished primarily to consider the problems with parking. The
opportunity was taken for us to show them the tarmac patch. Our problem was taken on
board and I am pleased to report resolution! (I may have to eat those well-chosen words at
some point in the future.)
Sue Glencross, Hon. Sec.
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More MUSIC at Stuart House (see also p.7)
In addition to the Stuart House Concert Series, we welcomed
a return visit from duo ILOW SPLANN on Sunday October 6th.
Eileen Crouch writes:
Duo “Ilow Splann” - Carlton Crouch and Maggie
Willmott – entertained an appreciative audience with
a variety of music played on their numerous
instruments and with some traditional songs.
New to their repertoire was Maggie's spinet.
Following an opening recorder duet, the spinet's
gentle tones combined authentically with Carlton's
descant recorder playing a selection of Elizabethan
(16th century) dance tunes.
The Renaissance period was further captured with
songs by Thomas Ravenscroft, with Carlton
accompanying the singing on the bouzouki and
Maggie adding atmosphere and pulse on the
bodhran. A happy violin and bouzouki duet of “New
Round O” ended the Renaissance music section and
moved on from the sombre
beauty of “Three
Ravens” and “O Thou Man” to two Sonatas by
Telemann, with Maggie playing the spinet to
accompany Carlton's treble recorder playing
“Allegro” from TWV41:C2 – a notably virtuosic performance.
Their final section, of Cornish music, included some originals by Carlton and
reflected the duo's attendance at this year's “Festival Interceltique” held in Lorient, an
annual event in Brittany celebrating Celtic music from countries around the world.
They ended with “Maid in Bedlam”, an opportunity for audience participation to join in
the refrain.
Tea afterwards, with Maggie's delicious cakes, brought the afternoon to a very
pleasant conclusion.
Ilow Splann pay at
many
‘Cornish’
occasions.
Here,
your may spot them
on the extreme right,
at this year’s Crying
the Neck ceremony
on August 24th,
organized by the
Liskeard Branch of
the Old Cornwall
Society. For more
on the work of the
OCS, and its coming
exhibition in Stuart
House, please see
p.9.
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November’s Thoughts from our Garden’s Overseer
There are three large clumps of Montbretia in the Stuart House
gardens: one at the front near the library, one alongside the
plant sale area, and the other under the wisteria arch in the far
corner. These are the familiar orange type that forms a dense
mass of corms, smothering other plants and impoverishing the
soil in the process. The botanical genus of this plant is
Crocosmia, which is native to grasslands of southern and
eastern Africa. The name Crocosmia comes from the Greek
‘krokos’ (saffron) and ‘osme’ (scent), descriptive of some of the
species, but sadly not of our common sort. This was introduced
to the UK only in the 1880s, a hybrid cross made in France
between two species, selected (very successfully) to withstand
a damper colder climate. It was named after a young
aspiring French botanist Conuebert de Montbret, who
accompanied Napoleon to Egypt in 1798 but who
unfortunately died there, aged just 20. It is said that British
gardeners quickly tired of the plant, throwing the strings of
corms and tough rhizomes over their fences onto railways
embankments and into hedgerows. By 1911 montbretia
was noted to be spreading rapidly through the countryside
and is now listed under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 as an invasive plant, illegal to plant in the wild.
Interestingly, its seeds are said in many gardening books
to be sterile. However, I find this hard to believe as montbretia seedlings repeatedly appear
in the rose garden. So, to see if this is true or not, I have recently sown about fifty seeds (in a
tray) to see how many will germinate. I will report back. As for the Stuart House clumps: the
huge front garden clump was recently dug out (an exhausting tasks – many thanks Jeff),
whilst those in the rear garden will be continually thinned and kept confined.
Two other areas in the garden that need work
are the ponds. The larger wall pond contains
mostly Pickerel Weed (Pontederia cordata)
which has spear-like leaves and bottle-brush
blue flowers. For a plant that grows in water
with nutrition supplied only from decaying
leaves from the twisted willow tree and carbon
dioxide from the air, it is incredibly vigorous,
producing dense, tangled masses of roots and
stems. These will soon be thinned, and the
remaining leaves cut down to water level. It’s a
native of the USA, and is another of those
plants that has found it easy to naturalise
elsewhere, becoming invasive in bogs and
marginal wetlands worldwide.
The smaller fountain pond in the middle of the
garden presents several problems. First, there
are the surrounding slates. Most of these have
become loose, and when walked on (as
people do when looking into the water) have
become cracked, four damaged beyond
repair. So, these will need resetting and
replacing. The plants in the pond – irises and
lilies - have also become very overgrown and
need a severe sorting, at the same time giving
the container’s inside a good clean out.
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Then there’s there the fountain itself. Visitors to the garden will have noticed that for
the last two seasons it has not being operational. There are two reasons for this.
Firstly, the water filter to the pump repeatedly gets blocked, causing the pump itself
to have to work a little harder and in turn tripping the sensitive electronic fuse box
indoors which turns off everything in the kitchen. Secondly, when the fountain has
been working, water continuously splashes out on the surrounding path: on a sunny
day, about a third of the contents can be lost in a few hours. This puts even more
strain on the pump, and it’s a very tiresome and time-consuming business to have to
replace the water. One suggestion is to have a solar powered fountain with a gentle,
non-splashing trickle from the bowl. Expert opinion will be sought, and suggestions
are welcome. Again, I will keep readers updated.
Small packets of seeds from the giant yellow hollyhock and the honesty plants that
flowered in the garden this summer will soon be available in Stuart House office. The
rules for selling seeds are complex, so these packets will be via voluntary donation.
They have been harvested and cleaned sensibly, so germination should be fine.
Growing instructions will be on the packet.
For those who couldn’t work out the reflection photos in the last newsletter, try
standing next to the large tapestry in the entrance. Then all is revealed!
Malcolm Mort

Café volunteer Dan in the stillcolourful garden in October.

Gaby has been systematically
cleaning
the
windows
and
secondary glazing, so we get much
clearer views on the street side and
over the garden.

A reminder of the notice in the last Newsletter about the

CELT IC ART EXHIBITION in August 2020.
Do start creating art and craftwork – and anything else linked with the theme.
Ideas for workshops are also welcome – please contact House Manager Sioux
with any initial thoughts or queries.
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THE STUART HOUSE CONCERT SERIES
Liskeard School and Community College Music Department Performance
Sunday 13th October 2019
Concert Series co-ordinator Angela Wunnam writes:

The annual concert given by the amazingly talented and hardworking students of the Music
Department of Liskeard School and Community College was, as always, a magical and
extraordinary occasion. Again, Joint Heads of Department, Mark Bond and Jane Warwick,
demonstrated the enthusiastic and supportive relationship they have with their students,
saying how they enjoy working with them and love seeing how they progress and develop.
This year’s performance show-cased both older and new students. There were soloists,
duos, groups and ensembles well-supported by families and friends in the audience. Jane
sensitively accompanied many of the soloists, and with Mark introduced each performer.
Austin Tolfrey started the afternoon with a piece, ‘Nurole Bianche’. He wanted the audience
to know that he had only been playing this piece for two weeks. He showed remarkable
competence, musicality and sensitive playing.
He was followed by Emily Brunt who already performs regularly as a singer and was rushing
off to Sterts for a rehearsal immediately afterwards. She has a beautiful voice with excellent
dynamics and was able to communicate the emotion of her song ‘Piece by Piece’ clearly to
the audience.
Ryley Plackett followed. She has just started her GCSE Music course and beautifully
performed a very jazzy piece ‘Your Song’ from ‘Rocket Man’. Clearly, her playing will
continue to develop and go a long way.
The Flute Trio of Minnie Bauer, Daisy Storey and Melissa Zalick played ‘Round Dance’
beautifully together. They demonstrated an ability to play their instruments with great
accomplishment, whilst also listening to each other to create a beautiful whole.
Isabell Lees sang at Stuart House for the second time – her first ever solo being last year.
She sang ‘Somewhere only we know’. She has a lovely voice and has recently performed at
Sterts. She showed an ability to be aware of the accompanist and to convey the beauty and
emotion of her song.
Leah Rowe is working towards Grade 6 piano and started her GCSE course. She sings and
plays the piano. On Sunday, she played one of her Grade 6 pieces, ‘Allegro’, with great
competence and technique: a very impressive performance.
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The Year Seven Singers: an enthusiastic group of girls who, so far, have met only three
times as a group, sang ‘Yours’ and ‘I’m a believer’. Their diction was excellent and they
performed incredibly well together, sharing the solo parts and harmonising. They clearly
have a fantastic journey ahead of them.
Aislinn Maslen followed on the flute playing a demanding Vivaldi solo in a most
accomplished way – one of her A-level pieces. She showed excellent breath control,
phrasing, musicality and communication with her accompanist and the audience.
Jenna-Rose Facey then performed a piano solo, ‘The Egyptian Land’. She said, via her
teacher, that she was very nervous. Her teachers had been very impressed to discover a
level of a musical knowledge and awareness far above what they would usually expect from
somebody so young, so they encouraged her to play at Stuart House, which she did very
well indeed. It will be exciting to observe how she goes on to develop her musical abilities.
The next to perform was a duo of Melissa and Lena Zalick with a song ‘Shallow’. They both
sang and Melissa accompanied them on the acoustic guitar. They made sensitive use of
amplification, harmonised beautifully and were well supported by the guitar accompaniment.
Jobe Roberts followed with an impressive piano solo, ‘I Giorni ’. Apparently, he always plays
wearing a magnificent scarf, which he would prefer to wear all the time. His technique was
impressive and he was clearly totally inside the world of the piece. He played with
extraordinary sensitivity, conveying the emotion he felt. The piece was quite long but
throughout the audience remained transfixed.
Then Leah Rowe sang ‘Say You Won’t Let Go’ accompanied by Austin Tolfrey on the piano.
Austin had opened the concert with his solo piano piece and now demonstrated the unusual
ability for his age to accompany a singer. The song was poignant and emotional, very well
sung and enhanced by the clear musical connection between the performers.
The grand finale was the girl rock band, ‘Etiquette’ who played ‘A Hard Day’s Night’ and
‘Dreamer’s Ball’. Maddie Chinn, Aislin Delaney, Jaeda Gatley and Jasmine Davies
performed fantastically together on drums, bass guitar, rhythm guitar and voice. They
practise every lunch time and clearly love what they do. They used amplification very
effectively to enhance their electrifying performance. They already play regularly for various
functions and events and certainly have a great future ahead.
It was both a privilege and an inspiration to watch and listen to these young people.

Sunday 17th November 2.30pm.
The next concert in the Stuart House
Concert Series features a welcome return
visit from classical guitarist Ross Morris.
Ross is a twenty year-old classical guitarist
from Cornwall, now studying with Professor
Allan Neave at the Royal Conservatoire of
Scotland. Previously, Ross studied at the
Royal Welsh College of Music Junior
Department and at Chethams School of Music.
He has had master-classes with John Mills,
Andrea de Vitis, Pavel Steidl, Alvaro Pierri,
David Russell and many others. He has
performed as a soloist across the UK and also
performs in an award-winning flute and guitar
duo, as well as other small ensembles.

For a review of
Ilow Splann’s October
concert, please see p.3
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EVENTS IN THE MAX LOCK GALLERY IN THE PAST MONTH
Naturally Inspired: an exhibition of paintings by Laurie Scott and photographs

by Sally O’Shaughnessy ran from September 30th to October 5th.
As the poster said “the simplicity also the
complexity of nature, ever changing and
uncovered like never before; combining
both
semi-abstract
painting
and
photography under the same roof”.
Laurie’s work - including finger-painting
and palette-knife - included a series

inspired by spiders’ webs seen when
running, and a through-a-gate work
which she was working on during her
last exhibition, in December - the
competition to find a title produced a
winner in ‘Heaven isn’t ready for you
yet’. Sally’s photography had clear
images and vibrant colour, as well as
thought-provoking
focus,
including
children and flower studies.

The Wave Academy

held an
exhibition of student’s work from 7th to
11th, and there was a private viewing
and awards ceremony on the
Tuesday. Images were strong and
use of colour bold.

Liskeard Arts

held an exhibition of the work of GCSE Art students at Liskeard,
Looe, Saltash and Torpoint
Schools from 21st to 25th
October.
A Public Vote
was held, with visitors
being asked to choose their
three favourite works, and
give some comments. This
was a great idea, as it
encouraged visitors to look
carefully at the work on
display. Winners will be
announced at the next
Liskeard Arts Meeting, on Tuesday 12th November (before the talk by Geri Parlby
‘Garbo to Garland’).
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COMING IN NOVEMBER
‘Phonetography’

an exhibition by Matt
Thornhill, promises to be exciting and ‘different’!
It runs in the Max Lock Gallery from 4th to 9th
November.

What Does the Liskeard Old Cornwall Society

DO?

Exhibition November 11th to 23rd
This exhibition is intended to give a picture of all the different
activities of the old Cornwall Society, which has its base in the
Trecarrel Room on the top floor of Stuart House. Not only does
it hold monthly talks, and arrange outings, but their extensive
archive material supports research by other groups and
individuals. Ancient monuments are preserved, and traditional
events continued locally and across the county.
Above right is a new World War I banner.
See p.3 for a picture of this year’s ‘Crying the Neck’ ceremony.

The OCS talk on November
8th at 2.30pm in the Emily
Hobhouse Room of the Public
Hall is by Vic Harman, on the
construction of Calstock
Viaduct.

Nadelik

Lyskerrys, again supported by
Goldentree, focuses on Saturday November 30th, which
is Liskeard Lights Up. The Family Trail will again begin
from Stuart House. Do check the other events that day
– the Wild Hunt and the Christmas Party and also the
Cornish Language drop-in sessions, Lantern-making
sessions and Dance Workshops in the build-up to it.
Stuart House will again have a Cornish theme linked
with the Christmas Craft Fair, which is in the Gallery
from Tuesday 26th, and also the Christmas Shop in
the Surgery.
We hope to use some Cornish
Language too!
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Diary of Events
November 2019
Monday 4th to
Saturday 9th
Tuesdays 5th &
19th
every
Thursday
Monday 11th to
Saturday 23rd
Tuesday 12th

Matt Thornhill ‘Phonetography’ (see p.9)
Liskeard Writers’ Group meet 2 – 4.30 pm.
Craft Club: all welcome 12 noon to 3pm.
‘What does the Liskeard Old Cornwall Society Do?’ – exhibition (see p.9)

Sunday 17th

Fake or Fortune – antiques valuation with Richard Hamm of Bearnes,
Hampton & Littlewood. 10am. to 12 noon
Concert: Ross Morris, classical guitar 2.30pm (see p.6)

Monday 18th

Liskeard Poetry Group meet 4 to 6.30pm.

from Tuesday 26th Christmas Shop in the Surgery
From Tuesday
26th
Saturday 30th
Coming in
December and
January

Christmas Fair in the Gallery
Nedelik Lyskerrys with Liskeard Lights Up. Family Trail starts from the
House (see p.9)
House decorated for Christmas
• Workshops with Toni Dunmow on making wicker hearts (Dec.
12th) and wreath making (Dec. 19th)
• House shuts after 21st December until 13th January
• ‘Photographic Memories: the Final Frame’ exhibition from 20th
January

The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café and (check first) Computer Research Facility
are open
9.30am – 3.30pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays.
The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise.

Articles, information, notices and photographs for the Stuart House
Newsletter to the editor, please (who must reserve the right to edit
th
as necessary), before 25 of the month for inclusion in the next
newsletter. Leave with Sioux in the Office or email to
rachelpbennett59@gmail.com

NOTE : there is no separate Newsletter for January.
Please get all copy for January in in time for the
December/January edition
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