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The hoped-for conversion of the Stuart House Trust to a CIO. 

This matter has been prominent in the discussions and work of the Trustees recently, 
and  members will have read much  about it in the Newsletters  since June of last year. 

★★ The EGM, followed by the AGM, is on Monday March 20th at 7.30pm.★★  
As you will know, we need members to vote in support of this change.  Sue Glencross 
explains  the  proxy  process  on p.2 and  a proxy form is  included with this Newsletter.   

We hope, of course, that many members will attend the EGM and AGM. 
★  Light refreshments will be served from 7pm.★  

 
A G E N D A 

1.  WELCOME 
2.  APOLOGIES 
3.  EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING  – the purpose of which is to vote on 
     a Proposal that  ‘The existing charity Stuart House Trust Registered Charity No 
     294384 be Dissolved and all its assets transferred to a CIO also to be known as 
     Stuart House Trust (at a date to be confirmed by the Trustees in due course)’. 
4.  MINUTES OF LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to include matters arising, and 
     adoption. 
5.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT and HOUSE REPORT  by Chair Bob Hollingdale. 
6.  TREASURER’S REPORT by Hon. Treasurer Tony Britton. 
7.  COMMITTEE REPORT by Hon. Sec. Sue Glencross. 
8.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS and COMMITTEE to cover period from date of AGM to 
     date of Dissolution or to cover current year if dissolution does not take place. 
9.  ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS. 

	

	
	

	

March 2017 

	

	

ç 
Tribute 
Exhibition  (see 
p.3) 

è 
Garden 

residents, 
unperturbed by 

CIOs, EGMs, or 
refurbishment 

(see p.5) 
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IMPORTANT!   Sue’s News on the procedure for Proxy voting 

On the front page of this Newsletter you will find the Agenda for the EGM and AGM 
to be held 7:30 Monday 20th March 2017.    

You will also find included with this Newsletter a form of proxy which you can use to 
appoint someone to vote for you at the EGM if you are unable to attend.  Please 
follow the instructions on the form carefully and either hand it to Sioux in an envelope 
addressed to me or as an alternative post it.   If you are posting it, please address it 
to me and send it to Stuart House.  PLEASE PARTICULARLY NOTE THAT YOU 
CANNOT APPOINT ANY OF THE TRUSTEES OR TRUST EMPLOYEES TO ACT 
AS YOUR AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVE.   However, Tony Wood has agreed 
to act in that capacity so please  do insert his name. 

As I have stressed beforehand, it is very important that members vote on the 
proposed restructuring.  Please support us in this move.  

                                                                                  Sue Glencross , Hon. Secretary 

........................................................	

Stuart House is an 
active member of the 
SOUTH EAST 

CORNWALL                                              
MUSEUMS’ FORUM.  
Although we are not 
actually a Museum 
(having no  permanent 
collections of artefacts 
and not having gone 

through the formal accreditation process), we share lots of interests and concerns 
with other local museums and heritage centres.  These include display,  
conservation, attracting and using volunteers, retail, governance, reconciling the 
dilemma of historical integrity and modern demands about access, safety and hiring 
requirements and the need to raise funds.  In June we will again participate in the 
SECMF Family History Day, to be held in Liskeard’s Public Hall – alongside over 20 
other groups (including the Old Cornwall Society whose Liskeard branch operates 
from its room on the top floor of Stuart House)  - the aim being to show what 
resources we have for those interested in family and social history and its context, 
and to publicise ourselves.  The SECMF includes representatives from Stuart House, 
Liskeard & District Museum, Looe Museum, Saltash Heritage, Tamar Protection 
Society, Callington Heritage, Launceston Museum, Torpoint Archives and Polperro 
Museum.  

With the concentration on the CIO, we have not given so much news from our Hon. 
Sec. recently on the committee’s other concerns.  However, there has been a lot of 
constructive discussion going on, including on the re-arrangement and refurbishment 
of parts of the House, some of which involves considerations like wi-fi reception and 
storage.   Please remember that much of what you see in the House at the moment is 

WORK IN PROGRESS. 
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EVENTS in the GALLERY 

 
 
 
 

   Pat’s Art Box (Pat Thuysbaert) held the 
first of several planned exhibitions and sales  from February 
6th to 11th.  A second will be running for a week until until 
March 4th and she also hopes to back  from March 20th to 
25th  and again in April.  The first exhibition included work by 
local painter Beth Altrabus and a selection of lino-cuts by 
Richard Jenkins.  Pat who, as the last Newsletter said, now 

works from Looe, has 
sold work in London and 
received commissions for 
pictures and cards. She 
has done a couple of 
pictures based on Stuart 
House which are 
available as prints, cards 
and fridge magnets.  She 
hopes to bring the work of other artists to her future 
exhibitions.  Pat’s first exhibition brightened up 
gloomy early February with its many cheerful beach 
scenes, almost all containing, even if as a distant dot, 

Mia, a Siberian husky, who co-stewarded the exhibition on several days!   

	

çMarch 6th to 18th 
A major exhibition in tribute to Stuart House’s 
dear friend and wonderfully active supporter 
George Vaughan-Ellis is being organised by 
Eileen Crouch, a past Chair of Stuart House and 
founder of the Heritage group.  She and George 
collaborated on many exhibitions.  The 
exhibition will cover George’s own life and his 
career as an architect based in Liskeard, and 
also his historical research and presentations 
after his retirement, including his work on his 
19th-century ‘heroes’ with local connections, 
such as Joseph Thomas. 
The exhibition will be in the Gallery and the Jane 
Room, but visitors will also be directed to the 
Rowse Room on the top floor, where the 
permanent exhibition on Henry Rice, and 
information about Liskeard’s Henry Rice Trail 
which George did so much to produce, is 
housed.  

	

	

Nancy Briggs continues to co-ordinate the bookings for the Gallery.  Please contact her with 
any enquiries.  Nancy points out that should any exhibitor want to borrow the mannequins, 
who are now off-site after lurking in the corner of the King’s Room for some time, they should 
ask her. 



 4 

March’s thoughts from our 
Garden’s Overseer. 

The sparrows have been up to their nibbling 
tricks again. The yellow primroses planted in 
the pots by the garden mirror have been 
reduced to torn sheds in just a few days, just 
as happened last year. I thought I’d take the 
risk just in case they decided to leave them 
alone, but alas. This is a good example of 
the misplaced enthusiasm so often 
demonstrated by gardeners. Perhaps the 
birds are telling us something because they 
have not touched the wild primroses, always 
beautiful, in the flower beds and self-seeded 
in gravel corners. The grazed flowers, reds 
and yellows, are (were) the bigger bolder 
sorts from the garden centre, but it does 
seem that plant breeders have gone quite 
over the top in producing primroses with 
petals far too big and garish and which often 
turn to mush after heavy rainfall.  
 
Also a disappointment are the winter 

pansies and violas on sale in late autumn which promise to gladden us with their 
amusing feline faces during the darker months. Every year I fall for this in the hope 
that some wonderful new variety has been developed that will really do this. Lesson 
learnt at last: these plants are best bought around Easter time. 
 
The snowdrops are flowering and always reliably come into bloom by the second 
week of February. Scientists and naturalists monitor closely when plants come into 
leaf and flower, when insects and frogspawn appear, and when migrating birds 
arrive.  This is the Nature Calendar project which measures the timing of the seasons 
and is the longest biological record of its kind, going back to 1736. Everyone can take 
part: you can find details online. This shows that the speed at which Spring moves 
across the UK (from southwest to northeast) is now about 1.9mph, thus taking about 
three weeks to cover the 
length of the country. Its 
speeding up – between 
1891 and 1947 it was 
1.2mph -  is indicative of 
longer-term climate 
changes. Talking of 
weather, let’s hope this 
coming year won’t be a re-
run of the Great Tudor 
Drought when hardly any 
rain fell across Europe from 
March 1540 to October 
1541 resulting in famine 
and despair. (By contrast, 
1542 was a year of 
widespread flooding!)  
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The shaky skeleton of the laburnum tree 
in the garden has now been cut down, and 
the  stems of the Clematis montana  
“Elizabeth”  that  were  clambering  over  it 
have been tied back against the far wall. 
Montana clematis are early flowering and 
very vigorous so this one will need to be 
watched so that it doesn’t start to twist 
itself through gaps in the nearby library 
windows.  A surprise visitor in my own 
garden this winter came over the fence 
from next door, Clematis cirrhosa 
“Freckles” which has beautiful delicate 
flowers from December to March. An ideal 
candidate for the far corner of Stuart 
House garden, perhaps.  
 
When clearing around in the garden 
recently I was astonished to see on the 
back of the Scented Garden slate sign a 
large colony of over-wintering snails, all 
set to start off with their annual munching 

when the warmer weather arrives. Because of these creatures it has not been 
possible to grow sweet peas in recent times, but because they are greatly 
appreciated on the café tables maybe this season we’ll have another go (yet more 
false optimism?!) by putting them in a large tub with a cane wigwam for support, 
using eggshells around the base of the plant as a deterrent.  
 
A section of the box hedge has over the winter developed variegated leaves. Gosh, 
hope this is not a sign of some dreaded virus attack. It will be watched closely. 
 
Topical tip. Large supermarkets are now selling, very cheaply, clear plastic beer 
glasses in pint and half-pint sizes. These are ideal of putting over plant pots on a 
shaded indoor windowsill to start off seeds or when rooting cuttings.  
 
Malcolm Mort  
    

The photographs – showing the detail to be observed in our garden -  are again 
Malcolm’s : evergreen winter clematis intended for the garden next year,  fungi 
on one of the garden chairs,  sun streaming through the old garage roof next 
door, and on the front page,  the over-wintering snails.  
 

.......................................................... 

 

 
Early seedlings or established cuttings 
are very welcome for sale to raise 
money for the Stuart House Garden 
 
More will follow on the Garden Gossip 
Group idea mentioned in the last 
Newsletter.  Anyone who would like to 
know more, do contact Valerie Moore 
via the House. 
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MUSIC AT STUART HOUSE 
Review : Samantha Rowe, flute.  Stuart House 5th February, 2017. 

This was the final concert in the first Young 
Performers’ Concert Series. A capacity audience 
filled the gallery and was rewarded with a 
remarkable performance : it was hard to believe 
that Samantha was only sixteen when she was 
producing such mature and virtuosic soft, mellow 
and flowing tones on her flute.  She also sings and 
plays the piano to a high standard.  

Samantha played a repertoire drawn from the 19th 
Century to the present day, demonstrating a range 
of styles possible with the flute. The Salon pieces 
she played from the nineteenth century were 
especially composed for the flute. Her playing of 
this genre was elegant and flowing, capturing fully 
the romantic beauty of the music, and the setting of 
Stuart House was the perfect performance venue. 

In an unaccompanied piece Samantha dextrously 
swapped between a magic spell theme on the flute 

to the piccolo depicting the shrill outcomes of sorcery.  Another solo represented the 
movement of giant African snails and Samantha produced a slow and haunting vibrato to 
capture the mood of the music. As in all her pieces her enthusiasm and musical vibrancy 
captivated the audience’s attention.  Samantha engaged with the audience and introduced 
each piece with something about the composer and how she felt about it. We wish her well 
with her musical future and are sure she will go on to ever greater levels of performance. 

Chris Howarth accompanied her with great feeling and musicality Many thanks to Chris for 
identifying these young performers and for facilitating and accompanying them. These  
concerts have made a delightful addition to the existing Sunday afternoon series.	
Angela Wunnam 
 

The first concert in our own Stuart House 2017 series 
Sunday 12th March, 2.30pm 

Ilow Splann : Carlton Crouch and Maggie Wilmott 
We are delighted to welcome Ilow 
Splann to the Stuart House concert 
series following the lovely concert – 
interesting as well as gloriously 
musical -  they gave in our Gallery 
last October.  These multi-
instrumentalists (border pipes, 
violin, recorder, saxophone, guitar 
and more) will play some of 
Carlton’s arrangements of 
contemporary and traditional 
Cornish folk dance tunes, including 
more from the 18th century Morval 
Song Book.  There will also be new 
material well suited to The House:  
Elizabethan   dances   and     some 

                                                                                           Handel and Telemann.  
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♬ Concert goers - don’t be disappointed ♬  
Our Gallery has a limited capacity, and we have been over-flowing at some recent 
concerts.   We do advise getting tickets in advance from Stuart House Reception 
(call in, phone or email). Please don’t be put off from coming, but do  buy tickets 
beforehand if possible.  Seats are unreserved.  
Our Sunday afternoon concert series all start at 2.30pm and tickets are £7 which 
includes a chance to talk with the performers over tea and biscuits afterwards.  
Following Ilow Splann on March 12th, the next concert will be on April 9th – 
performer(s) TBA.  We thank Angela for her work in organising the series. 

	

CALL MY BLUFF at STUART HOUSE 
Preliminary notice that Chairman Bob Hollingdale is planning a ‘Call My Bluff’ 
Evening entertainment at Stuart House on the evening of Thursday 6th April.  
More to come, but do note the date. 

JAM JARS at STUART HOUSE 
Bob also thanks those who have brought in jam jars with lids for his marmalade .  
The  first batch will go on sale in the House on 1st March – always very popular.  
Please keep the jars coming – any size. 

ç Spring events 
at our partner, 
Sterts Theatre 
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Diary of Events 
 March 2017 
 
Continuing until 
March 4th 

Pat’s Art Box (see p.3) 

Monday 6th to 
Saturday 18th 

Tribute Exhibition to George Vaughan-Ellis RIBA : his life and 
works. Late night on Wednesdays. (see p.3) 

Tuesday 7th  
Tuesday 21st 

Liskeard Writers’ Group meet 2 – 4 pm. 

Sunday 12th Concert in the Gallery.  Ilow Splann. 2.30 pm. Tickets £7 from 
reception, include refreshments and a chance to talk with the 
performers afterwards. (see p.6) 

Monday 13th  Liskeard Poetry Group meet 4-6 pm. 

Monday 20th Stuart House EGM at 7.30pm followed by AGM.  Light 
refreshments from 7pm.  (see pp.1 & 2) 

Monday 20th to 
Saturday 25th  

Pat’s Art Box (see p.3) 

Wednesday 22nd Fake or Fortune – antiques valuation with Richard Hamm of 
Bearnes, Hampton & Littlewood.  10 am. to 12 noon. 
 

Monday 27th to 
Saturday 1st April 

 Easter cards and crafts with Nancy 

Monday 27th to 
Saturday 15th 
April 

The Stuart House shop will focus on Easter and include sales of 
chocolates and fudge. 

Coming in April  • Pat’s Art Box revisits 3rd to 8th 
• Call My Bluff on 6th 
• Stuart House Concert Series on  9th 
• Jane and Tony Wood’s Downsizing Sale 10th to 15th 
• Sewing Bee 17th to May 6th 

 
 
       The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café  and Computer Research Suite are open  
     9.30 am – 3.30 pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays. 
               The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise. 
                             The Office is open every weekday until at least 2 pm. 

	

Articles, information, notices and photographs for the Stuart House 
Newsletter to the editor, please (who must reserve the right to edit 
as necessary), before 25th of the month for inclusion in the next 
newsletter.  Leave with Sioux in the Office or email to  

rachelpbennett59@gmail.com 


