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Apologies to anyone who did not receive their October Newsletter electronically – 
technical and geographical issues (wifi hot-spots proving chilly), I fear.  Sioux puts 
the Newsletter on the Stuart House website as soon as possible, so you should be 
able to access it, but please tell us if you don’t get your own copy. 
Remember that the electronic Newsletter is in colour, whereas the mailed one is 
black and white – please tell Sioux or me if you would like to receive it electronically 
in future. 
We welcome contributions to, and constructive ideas about, the Newsletter.  To me, 
please – contributions deadline is by the 25th of the month at the latest for the next 
issue.  Email to rachelpbennett59@gmail.com or if this isn’t possible, leave with 
Sioux in Stuart House 
Continuing thanks to ex-editor Tony Piper for his support with time and expertise on 
all issues technical - and for producing the page on the activities of our partner, 
Sterts Theatre.  

	  

Jo Hoskin  at The Big Draw  on 
October 11th (see page 2) with 
sons Charlie and Freddie. 
Jo has been responsible for 
the new external and internal 
signage at Stuart House which 
helps to give the House a 
more coherent  look and is 
beautifully clear and inviting. 



Hosted  by Stuart House, Liskeard threw itself with 
characteristic verve into THE BIG DRAW on Saturday 
11th October. 
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As part of the National Campaign for 
Drawing – see 
http://www.thebigdraw.org.event/Its_Our
_World_draw_town_sea_and_moor/4007 
– children and adults of all ages got 
up close and creative both inside 
Stuart House and outside on the 
hoardings around Taylor’s Garage. 
	  
The average age of participants, 
worked out really scientifically on the 
back of a packet of pastel crayons, 
was 9¾ on a range of 2 to 72. The 
theme was “It’s Our World” which 
tempted providence a bit as the 
heavens opened a couple of times 
but didn’t dampen spirits, kept high by 
the longer sunny spells. 
 
Organiser and local artist, Perry 
Besterman, commented, “it was 
wonderful to see so many people 
getting involved on the day.  The Big 
Draw is about discovering the joy of 
drawing.  No mystery: just get on and 
do it, because you can – and have 
fun.  The drawings speak for 
themselves.” 
 
There was an informal exhibition of 
some of the drawings in the King’s 
Room at Stuart House from Monday 
13th to Saturday 18th October. 
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LATEST HERITAGE EXHIBITION at Stuart House 
JOHN PAUL – Architect of the Masonic Building in Liskeard 

 
The Preview Evening of this exhibition, on 20th October, was graced by The 
Grand Bard of Gorsedh Kernow, Miss Maureen Fuller who, together with 
Masons from St.Martin’s Lodge, Trustees of Stuart House and guests, 
enjoyed the talk by Mrs Juliet Jenkin about her Great Grandfather, John Paul, 
architect of the Masonic building in Liskeard built in 1862.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Jonathan Delbridge at Stuart House  
Sunday 16th November 2014. 

 
We are delighted to invite you to the grand finale of the 2014 Stuart House 
concert series. Jonathan Delbridge returns for a long-awaited solo 
performance. He will be bringing his keyboard and demonstrating his virtuosic 
abilities. His performances are always uplifting and his engaging style cannot 
fail to draw you in. Do not miss this opportunity either to see him again or to 
discover his brilliant playing. 
 
 

Back Row (left to right) 
Vyvyan Jenkin – Great-great grandson of 
John Paul; Tony Ball – Mason and Stuart 
House Member, contributor to the 
exhibition;  Bruce Hawken – Chairman of 
Stuart House Trust;  Mrs Juliet Jenkin – 
Great granddaughter of John Paul and 
speaker at Preview;  her sister, Mrs 
Katherine Arthur. 
 
Front row (left to right) 
Eileen Crouch – Stuart House (exhibition 
coordinator);  George Vaughan-Ellis – 
Stuart House (local historian and 
researcher); Maureen Fuller – Grand Bard 
Gorsedh Kernow. 
 
 

 

Report by Eileen Crouch 
Photos by Carlton Crouch 

The exhibition in Stuart 
House ran until Saturday, 1st 
November.  During that 
period there were several 
opportunities to visit the 
Masonic Hall (next to Lloyds 
Bank) which many visitors to 
the exhibition took advantage 
of. 
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Sue’s Report of the October 20th Trustees’ Meeting 

Do you want the good news or the ‘not so good’ news? I am now able to give positive news 
concerning the gable end wall project.  An insurance claim was made and I am very pleased 
to report that a cheque has been received for £21,200 from the Trust’s insurers.  
Unfortunately, however, we are not yet out of the woods so to speak.  The work required to 
the gable end wall, to include architects’ fees, amounts to almost £30,000.  I can tell you, 
however, that an application has been made to Sita for grant funding to top up the major part 
of that shortfall.  We are hoping to have a decision during December and only then can we 
consider the timing of the repairs.  A meeting with the architect and the proposed contractor 
will be arranged and obviously bearing in mind the time of year, the weather will be a big 
consideration .  As soon as we have more news on the subject, that news will be relayed to 
you, the members, by Newsletter.   

You are all aware of the contribution made to the Trust’s finances by the café and the garden 
is, of course, a major influence in drawing people into the House to enjoy refreshments.  The 
state of the garden furniture can no longer be disguised and has needed replacement for 
quite a while.  With the trustees concentrating on funding for the essential major repairs to 
the gable end wall, providing funds for replacement garden furniture has had to take a back 
seat with the result that we fear it will not be long before there is no seat!   We were 

heartened, however to receive (completely out of the blue) a 
cheque for £200 from two members (and they have been 
properly thanked for their donation) with the request that the 
sum is put towards new garden furniture.  The donation is 
therefore being ring-fenced for that purpose.  What we 
require is quality – and quality costs money!  I am hoping 
that the donation already made can be ‘topped up’ with 
other donations so that gradually a fund is built up to enable 
yet another project to come to fruition.  I am therefore 
appealing to the membership.  You may feel, with Christmas 
just around the corner, that rather than spending money on 
Christmas cards for fellow Trust members, you would 
consider a donation (no matter how small) to this worth-
while project – DOSH -  DonationsforStuartHouse).  Every 

pound will be gratefully received and if you wish your name to be listed in the December 
newsletter alongside Christmas wishes to the membership in general – please say so. 
Otherwise we will respect your anonymity!  Remember – we want your DOSH!   

Sue Glencross,  Hon.Sec. 

	  

REMINDER – MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE SOON DUE. 

Subscriptions for membership of Stuart House are due on 2nd January 2015.    

Still £10 : prompt payment really appreciated. 

 Cheques made payable to Stuart House to Sioux Dunster, Administrator, please. 
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The regular report from the Garden’s Overseer 
  
The glorious weather continued through September, during which time the 
garden looked spectacular and felt particularly peaceful in the later summer 
sunshine. Regular bouts of heavy rain have characterised October, though at 
this time of year temperatures are still high enough for weeds to make one 
final vigorous burst of effort. Stuart House garden has its fair share of the 
rampant plant commonly called Alkanet, Pentaglottis sempervirens, whose 
natural home is the Iberian Peninsula. This is often mistaken for the herb 
borage, having pretty forget-me-not-like flowers during the summer, and 
similar looking leaves. However, these are definitely not edible, being covered 
with fine prickly hairs that can cause a skin rash. For a plant of its size it has 
an unusually large taproot which is stubborn to dig out, a small piece of which 
produces a new plant.  And this is the reason we find it in Britain: it was 
cultivated in mediaeval times for the red dye which the roots yield when 
boiled, later naturalising into the wild. (Thanks to Ray Roberts for this 
information.) 
  
This time of year is ideal for sowing seeds that require vernalisation – lying in 
damp, cold, soil over the winter, getting periodically frozen.  Many hardy 
perennial plants respond well to this treatment, including rudbekias, sweet 
rocket, and the primula family.  My cold frame is full of seeds that should 
germinate in profusion in March, some destined for Stuart House.  Sweet 
peas were grown in Elizabethan times: to get early flowers next year, seeds 
can also be sown in late autumn, when they will germinate quite quickly. Grow 
them slowly in a cold greenhouse or frame throughout the winter (no heat 
needed), then plant out in March. 
  
The volunteer gardeners (now we are eight!) met for an enthusiastic 
discussion in the café recently, and a long list of winter to-do tasks was drawn 
up. This included sorting the compost area, combining the culinary and herb 
borders, and growing more flowers in the area around the tables.  Bulbs, 
wallflowers and pansies have since been planted to give additional colour 
throughout the autumn and spring.  The old 
laburnum tree has been trimmed back 
slightly and will form a framework for a new 
clematis.   
  
If anyone has spare garden tools that they 
no longer need and are willing to donate, 
these would be gladly received. (fork, 
spade, hoe long and short handled hoes, 
garden saws, secateurs, loppers, shears, 
hand forks.)  Many thanks in anticipation.  
 
 
  
Malcolm Mort 
(who promises to finish the wheelybin 
screen soon) 	  
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Liskeard School and Community College Concert at 

Stuart House on Sunday 20th October. 
A talented and enthusiastic group of seventeen young musicians delighted a capacity 
audience at the recent Sunday afternoon concert.  
 

  
Judy Whitlock, the school’s Joint Head of Music, introduced 
and hosted the afternoon. The concert began with Arthur 
Harrison-Ward and Sam Holding from Year 13 performing the 
rhythmically exciting guitar duet Ramparts. Ethan Willett, aged 
12, soothed and lulled the audience on the 
piano with his own version of Pachelbel’s 

Canon in D. Eithne Williams confidently and lyrically accompanied 
herself on the guitar and sang The Lucky One. 
Giles Potter amazed the listeners with his 
pocket trumpet and had us stomping along to 
the rhythm of Is this the Way to Amarillo? We 
were then transported to the rich, rounded 
tones of the treble recorder played by Deniz Aytac and 
sensitively accompanied on the piano by 
Christin Herrenkind as they played Leo. Jess 
Canfield, with great refinement and beautiful 
notes, played a solo saxophone piece called 

Teardrops like a Waterfall. As a complete contrast we were then 
transported to the world of grand opera with the children’s duet, 

Evening Prayer, from Humperdinck’s Hansel 
and Gretel. This was delightfully performed by 
brother and sister duo Joshua and Bethany 
Conway accompanied on the piano by Judy Whitlock. 
Samantha Rowe from Year 9 whisked us to the Baroque world 
of Antonio Vivaldi with an astonishing and virtuosic 
performance of the Allegro from his Flute 
Concerto in G. Kira Brenton, on piano and 
Laura Jenkins on double bass accompanied the 

rich and confident voice of Jack Sibley who sang Stay. Jazz piano 
and the piece Lazy River was our next delight, skilfully played by 
Lawrence Edge. He was then joined by Mungo Harrison-Ward on 
double bass, and Will Nicholls on guitar who played the jazz standard 
Blue Monk. The concert ended with a composition for a 5-piece 
ensemble by Will Nicholls, called A Minor Trip to C. 

 
The relaxed and polished performances of all 
these young people were a tribute to their 
musical abilities, commitment and time spent 
achieving this level of competence. They 
showed amazing musical sensitivity and were 
equally able to perform either as soloists or 
ensembles. Liskeard School and Community 

College can feel rightfully proud of the Music Department and all 
the teachers who foster and support their students’ enthusiasm. Together, they are 
wonderful ambassadors for the work of the school and the connection with the wider 
local community. It is so heartening to see such a lively commitment to music of all 
styles fostered at the school. 
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Joint Head of Music, Judy Whitlock, not only willingly gave up her Sunday afternoon 
to come with her students and bring all the necessary equipment but also gave us a 

wonderful picture of each student and their work in the Music 
Department. We wish all those from the school who are going to 
the Royal Albert Hall for a massive Schools’ Prom on 13th 
November the best of luck in their hard work preparing for it. 
 
Above all, we look forward to a 
return performance by music 

students from Liskeard School and Community 
College at Stuart House next year.  
 
Angela Wunnam, concert series coordinator. 

 

  

Coffee, cake and conversation 
 
I write as one of the Stuart House café volunteers who run the café during all Stuart House 
opening hours. There are about 20 people ranging from those who can spare a few hours 
occasionally to those who have regular weekly slots.  All are valued for the time and effort they 
give to keeping the café running so smoothly.  Then of course there is Sioux who takes over 
every time we have no other volunteer cover. Thank you Sioux as ever. 
 
Over the last couple of years we seem to have gradually become busier   We have our regular 
customers some of whom visit us several times a week.  For them the café is more than just a 
coffee shop.  It is a welcoming space to meet friends, chat, maybe take a look at the changing 
exhibitions and to keep abreast of all the activities happening in the house. 
 
Then we have occasional visitors, people visiting the town perahps for the first time who find 
us.  We hope they enjoy their visit to the house as we enjoy hearing their stories.  They range 
enormously from people making a chance discovery of Liskeard in their travels to those who 
have come back year after year to a place they remember.  This year has seen a lot of tourists 
who have used the café enjoying being able to have a leisurely cream tea in the garden 
because of the fantastic summer we have had. This makes volunteering in the café particularly 
rewarding as we listen to their tales and reasons for visiting us.  We have watched Australian 
visitors using the wifi facilities to send pictures of our gardens directly to their relatives back 
home and a travel writer with ancestral links to Charles I who was particularly excited about the 
House. 
 
  Whilst keeping the café open during general opening times we have extended these opening 
times when there have been other community events happening in town, thus increasing the 
visitors to the café and house.  We were particularly busy on the day of the Ploughman’s Fare 
in August. Hopefully the cheesecakes played a part then!  Also, the day of the Caradon Hill 
Area Heritage Partnership was especially busy and, more lately, St Matthew’s Fair day.  Our 
next all day opening is planned for December 6th, the day of Liskeard Lights Up. 
 
The café plays an essential part in helping ongoing funding for Stuart House.  We really hope 
that those who use the café enjoy their experience as we the volunteers have fun helping to 
run it. We always need more volunteers to keep the doors open.  If anyone has just a few 
hours to spare your help would be greatly appreciated. Sioux will be delighted to hear from you 
 
.Margaret Hawken 
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St Matthew’s Fair Day 
  

 The 27th September started 
dry with what the weather 
forecasters call ‘sunny 
intervals’ : a good omen for 
St Matthew’s Fair day.  The 
café opened early with a 
plentiful supply of cakes from 
Eventide and much 
anticipation.  Soon some 
cavaliers arrived complete 
with muskets, pikes and 
swords. With their wives and 
children all in 17C costume 

the garden was a colourful sight 
much enjoyed by visitors to the 
house.  The town was busy and 
the house was treated to a 
steady stream of visitors well 
into the afternoon.  Volleys of 
musket fire startled the unwary, 
excited the children and kept 
interest high.  The activity 
certainly helped coffee and 
cake consumption, contributed 
to record takings in the shop 
and happy crafters exhibiting in 
the gallery.  An excellent day all 
round for the House and the town.  Many thanks to all the volunteers who 
made it possible and to Sioux who coordinated the day’s activities.   
                                                             Bruce Hawken, Stuart House Chairman 
 

	  

	  

THANK YOU 
to al l those  

VOLUNTEERS 
who make it possible 

to keep STUART 
HOUSE 

lively , interesting, 
welcoming, safe and 

much more.  
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Did you see –

 
 
or did you blink and miss them? 
 

 
 

 
 

Death of a Salesman  by Arthur Miller 
Sterts Touring Company,  Friday 28th  and Saturday 29th November plus tour 
dates,  website for full details. 
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Diary of Events 
November 2014 
Permanent exhibitions in the House, including the Henry Rice Exhibition in the Rowse Room  

every Thursday Knit n’ Knatter, 10.30am – 1.30pm 

Monday 3rd to 
Saturday 8th 

Crafts sale with Gaby Hedley 

Monday 3rd to 
Saturday 8th 

‘Cornish Dreaming’ – a contemporary art exhibition by Rose 
Gibbon and Laura Lane 

Monday 10th to 
Saturday 15th 

Charity Sale on behalf of St. Cleer Church 

Monday 10th to 
Saturday 15th 

Stuart House Arts, Crafts and Gifts for Christmas – shop 
open for one week only, 9.30am - 3.30pm 

Monday 10th to 
Saturday 15th 

Crafts sale with Nancy and Dave. 
 

Tuesday 11th 
 

“Hammer Out Brain Tumour”.  Cornwall Support Group meets 
11.30am - 1.30pm.  This group is open to anyone who has been 
affected by a brain tumour as a patient, family member, carer, 
friend …… 

Sunday 16th Concert in the Gallery 2.30pm with pianist Jonathan Delbridge.  
Tickets  from the office, £7 which includes tea and biscuits  

Monday 17th to 
Saturday 22nd 

Table Top sale with Vanessa Nutbean 

Monday 17th to 
Saturday 29th 

Crafts and Christmas Fair with Nancy and Victor.  On Thursday 
27th and Friday 28th Shelly Cox of the Royal School of 
Needlework will be conducting embroidery workshops – places 
are limited, ask for details.  

Monday 24th to 
Saturday 29th 

‘Rummage Returns’ – Table Top sale with John Early 

Wednesday 26th Bi-Polar support group meeting 1.00pm - 3.00pm 
Coming in 
DECEMBER 
lots more, 
including…. 

December 1st to 13th : Table Top sale with Terri Alcock 
December 1st to 6th : Christmas Fair with trinkets and gifts 
December 8th to 13th : Art Exhibition and sale with Phillippa Hodge 
December 15th to 20th: The Cornwall Collective; art, crafts, antiques etc. 
December15th to 20th : exhibition of work of the students of Caradon  
                  Acorn Academy, with Phil Tyler 

The Christmas and New Year closedown period will be from Monday 22nd December.  We 
hope that Stuart House can re-open on Monday 12th January, but this must still be a 

provisional date as the timetable of House maintenance is not yet finalised. 
 
 
       The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café  and Computer Research Suite are open  
     9.30 am – 3.30 pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays. 
               The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise. 
                             The Office is open every weekday until at least 2 pm. 
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