April 2017

The Chairman’s Report to the AGM
Twelve months ago I said
our focus should be on the
three “m’s” – Maintenance,
Membership and Money.
This year I would like to
make it four. The additional
“m” is More!
Yes! – more maintenance,
more
members,
more
money and much, much
more!
We have accomplished
much in the past twelve
months: we have made
changes but not change for
change’s sake; we have started to bring the administration set-up into the modern
era; we have looked to de-clutter the house; we are intent on improving the overall
quality of the goods sold in the shop; we have made the Old Kitchen Café more
competitive; we are trying to make the House really visitor friendly. We now have a
Facebook account in addition to the website but urgently need an expert to maintain,
manage and update both. There is much, much more to be done!
Maintenance, as one would expect, is an ever ongoing concern and drain on our
resources. In the last year major repairs were completed and “signed off” but we
have had leaks, damp patches, rotting windows, unwelcome and unwanted squeaky
visitors and a fountain misfiring causing electrical problems. All these, and more,
have had to be dealt with.
Earlier in the year we carried out a review of our membership, the results of which
indicated clearly what we suspected – that, like it or not, we have an ageing
membership which needs bolstering from the younger age groups. Further
discussion on how to accomplish this was put on hold with the advent of CIO but we
shall shortly return to this issue.
continued on p.2

THERE WAS OVERWHELMING SUPPORT AT THE E.G.M. for the STUART
HOUSE TRUST BECOMING A C.I.O. (see our secretary’s news, p.3)
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Chairman’s report to the AGM (continued from p.1)
Throughout the year the House has been the venue for exhibitions, concerts, craft
sales, sewing bees and much more. It has attracted visitors from near and far, many
of whom have enjoyed the peaceful splendour of our award-winning garden whilst
partaking of something appetising from the considerably improved café menu.
The Festival of Music (the Bo Foakes Legacy Concert) in the Public Hall was greatly
enjoyed by a large audience. Bursaries were given to the four schools who took part,
all of whom have expressed their interest in similar projects in the future.
The House was also involved in the Man-Engine visit – with the Original Man-Engine
exhibition being located in the Gallery! It proved to be a record-breaking day in the
Café as well. St. Matthew’s Fair saw The Sealed Knot make their customary visit
and we had a stall outside on the pavement to help boost funds.
I have not mentioned, or listed, everything that has taken place in the last year but I
hope I have given a clear indication as to how busy the House has been. The
excellent Newsletter has kept members well-informed about all events – and more!
Enough of the past! The year ahead promises to be challenging, exciting, informative
and entertaining. As a CIO, the House can continue to build on the hard work and
dedication of so many in past years. It presents us with exciting opportunities.
As an historic building and arts and heritage centre the House will continue to offer,
and provide for the local community, the variety of events which makes it so
attractive. From the intense to the light-hearted there will be something for everyone.
I don’t need to tell you that all this doesn’t just happen. Behind every successful
venture there has to be enthusiastic, hard-working and loyal support. Stuart House is
so fortunate to have this support: the volunteers, now to be known again as
stewards, who give willingly of their time and the members who regularly pop-in and
attend events. What would we do without them!
Bob then thanked the trustees (see p.3), before ending with making a presentation to
Jane and Tony Wood . Bob said .......
At this point I rather feel as if I am
presenting a lifetime achievement
award, like at the Oscars or Baftas. I’m
sure you all know that two in our midst
will soon be leaving Liskeard for
pastures new. Between them they have
given unstintingly of their time in
supporting Stuart House in all manner of
ways. They have been generous in all
that they have done. I never really
thought they would leave Liskeard (that
doesn’t mean I wanted them to!) so was
quite taken aback when they told me
they wouldn’t be here much longer.
Without thinking, with a concerned face,
and here I have .........
I said “Oh, I’m sure you will be!”
...... but we are not saying au revoir to
I refer of course to Jane and Tony. I
Jane and Tony just yet. (ed.)
know they haven’t gone yet and the
longer they stay the better. They will be
sorely missed when they move to Okehampton and this is the last time we shall see
them at an official gathering before that move. On behalf of everyone, Jane and
Tony, thank you so much for what you have done, for what you have achieved and
for what you have given. We wish you well and look forward to seeing you on
occasion and who knows, “A Short History of Okehampton” might be available to us
in the near future!
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Sue’s News of the E.G.M. of 20th March
I am very pleased to report the results of our proposal to re-structure to a CIO. The
response was an overwhelming majority – ‘YES’.
So – a few facts and figures to support that statement. The EGM/AGM was extremely well
attended this year with a total of 31 paid up members in attendance. 23 proxy votes were
received. Out of a potential of a total of 54 members who were voting, one abstained and 53
members voted for the proposal. The total membership is currently 142. We had to achieve
a positive vote of at least 20% of the members, which in round figures would have been 28.
Thanks so much for all of you who attended the meeting or took the trouble to send a proxy
vote. The trustees are delighted that the members have faith in them to take the Trust
forward into the future.
The time of the changeover is
at present uncertain as I
cannot say how long the
application to the Charity
Commission will take. There
are, however, several steps
to be taken and procedures
to be put in place before we
can ‘press the button’ so to
speak. One thing is certain –
this will definitely happen
during the current year.
One of the most important
More from the Chairman’s report ......’At the beginning of this
tasks now to be performed is
year of tenure I asked each trustee to take on a particular
the setting up of a formal
responsibility – to which each readily agreed, as did two nonstructure for ‘Friends of
trustees. So I think we should thank them wholeheartedly for
Stuart House’. Those of you
what they are doing and for coping with the Chairman’s sense
who were present at the
of humour. In musical jargon we have Sue Glencross on
Parchment and Quill, Tony Britton on Abacus, Victor Briggs on
EGM would have been aware
Cups and Saucers, John Gliddon on Hammer and Nails,
from me that Eileen Crouch
Rachel Bennett on Artefacts and Printing Press, Dave Howard
has agreed to be the ‘Voice
on Keyboard and also Artefacts, and Val Moore on Plant Pots.
of the Friends’ and she and I
(all in the photo above). In addition we have Nancy Briggs on
will be working closely
Exhibits and Malcolm Mort on Bucket and Spade. Backing all
together with that aim in
these up is Sioux Dunster, our House Manager, on Keyboard
mind.
Eileen is the ideal
and Telephone!’
person
with
her
vast
knowledge of the past and present activities of Stuart House and she can see what the
future should hold. She is also well known to all of you. Once the framework is established,
then the documentation will be discussed with the other Trustees and then finally revealed to
the members.
We are hoping that in establishing a ‘Friends’ organisation we will be able to attract more
volunteers and non-voting members to Stuart House as well as forging a closer link with all
involved with greater transparency.
Now that the proposal to move forward has been cast in tablets of stone, I will fade into the
background for a while to deal with the ancillary paperwork and will report to members again
through the Newsletter when there is anything of significance to report.
Sue Glencross, Hon. Secretary
I take this opportunity to thank Sue Glencross for the tremendous amount of work she
has done – and is still doing, to ensure a smooth transition to a CIO. So much of this has
been behind the scenes. Coodes continue to be wonderfully supportive. (ed.)
Our treasurer’s report was positive but not complacent. Full details are available in the
House, and a summary will be given in the next Newsletter.
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GEORGE VAUGHAN-ELLIS TRIBUTE EXHIBITION : 6-18 March
Eileen Crouch (seen left during preparation)
presented a successful and deeply appreciated
exhibition about the life and work of our great friend,
who died in October. A wonderfully eclectic collection
from George’s personal and professional effects gave
a fascinating, informative and deeply moving picture
of George as architect, historian, and individual. We
are so grateful to Eileen for putting this together (ed.).
Eileen writes ......
Monday 6th March
was the Preview
Evening, which 42 people attended, including
Liskeard's Mayor, Cllr. Jane Pascoe with her
Consort,
Paul
Pascoe;
the
current Principal
of the Henry Rice
Architectural
Practice
(now
styled
CFD
–
Catch
French
Designs):
Andy
Lolley, who had
kindly loaned us some exhibits to display; and
George's son, Mark who came from London for
the event.
We recorded 273 visitors over the two weeks, including:
Deborah Boden from World Heritage (Truro) – with whom Stuart Hose first worked
when she was preparing the bid for WHS status 11 years ago;
Paul and Tony Langford of The John Harris Society, with whom we jointly staged
the Festival of John Harris poetry and music in 2012;
Members of the Lang family (Calstock viaduct fame), including their relatives from
Canada, who appreciated seeing information from Stuart House heritage exhibitions
that George had researched.
Several visitors came in response to our Invitations to occupants of Henry Rice
buildings. We had some offers to take photographs of the inside of houses (maybe
for an updated edition of the Henry Rice book) and even to arrange tours in the
future. One couple living in a Rice house are also working on a house designed by
George himself, and have offered us the original plans to copy.
M.P. Sheryll Murray visited the exhibition on
Friday the 17th when our Chairman was here to
greet her.
Comments in the visitors’ book showed how
appreciative people were of this exhibition as a
tribute to George.
My thanks to all for their support for the
exhibition – both in items for display and for time
to steward.
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MUSIC AT STUART HOUSE
Ilow Splann : Sunday 12th March, 2017
Stuart House resounded to bagpipes and
recorder on Sunday 12th, the grand opening
of an afternoon concert given by Carlton
Crouch and Maggie Wilmott of Ilow Splann
( Cornish for Splendid Music ). Liskeard Fair
and Bodmin Riding are both well-known
Cornish folk tunes and were perfectly suited
to that combination of instruments. They
were
followed by three melancholy
Elizabethan galliards by John Dowland,
played by Carlton on the recorder and
Maggie on the harpsichord. The next piece
was a lively courante, La Volte, in which
Tudor gentlemen kicked out their legs. This had a repeating pattern for the harpsichord and
many scales and fast motives for the recorder. The Tudor gentlemen’s legs must have been
veritably flying!
Hilary Coleman was the composer of the next pieces for saxophone and violin. The
instruments swapped melodies and accompanied each other to great effect. We then heard
Awakening Spring which had been arranged by Carlton.
The mood of the concert then changed to the age of the Baroque with virtuosic pieces by
Telemann and Handel for recorder and harpsichord followed by pieces for two recorders,
then recorder and guitar, and then violin and guitar.
We then heard music from a lost manuscript found in the library of Antony House :the Morval
Song Book, found by a member of the Buller Family, The Quakers’ Dance was followed by
a rhythmic piece in 5/4 time for guitar and violin concluding with a fade out ending.
Carlton and Maggie entertained and captivated the audience with a varied and complex
repertoire of different styles of music, carrying us away in time and mood. Everyone was
delighted with their contrasting choice of instruments and rich blend of musical combinations.
Angela Wunnam, Stuart House Concert Series co-ordinator.
We look forward to Ilow Splann returning to the Gallery for another concert, not
formally part of the Stuart House Series, on 29th October (ed.)

We regret that there will be no concert in April.

♫
Our next Stuart House Series concert will therefore be

25th June

Diabel Cissokho
will return, following his spectacular performance last year of West African and
Senegalese music. He is currently in Senegal and will be returning with yet more of his
music to touch the heart and soul. Remember to book early as the last one was sold
out well in advance.
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This month’s thoughts from our garden’s overseer.
In these politically perplexing and uncertain times, how reassuring it is to find that
Spring has predictably returned. Stuart House garden is splashed with the yellows of
narcissi, primroses and polyanthus, early calendula and fluffy flower tufts of Kerrier
japonica, responding to longer daylight and the warmth of stronger sunshine. The
grass has had its first cut, the hardy geraniums and bluebells are vying to see who
can claim most space in the lawn borders, and the ever-reliable magnolia looks
magnificent,
always
flowering
majestically from the third week of
March.

Very popular these days on account of their weather resistance are miniature
daffodils (the sort that grow up to about six inches) and the dwarf types (up to about
twelve inches). They don’t fall over and are very suitable for growing in containers.
(Note for next season: Tête-à-Tête, introduced in 1949, is one of the most reliable
and prolific sorts, often having several blooms per stem.) I’m sure they would have
been loved by mediaeval gardeners, who, could they somehow return to wander
around our nurseries and garden centres, would be astounded to see how their
familiar flowers and vegetables had been transformed by the plant breeders. What
would they have made, however, of those huge clashing garish primroses we have
today? Stuart House will keep faithful with the ordinary common primrose (Primula
vulgaris) and polyanthus, a natural cross with the cowslip (P. veris). Another species
of primulas that would look grand at Stuart House is P. Sikkimenis which enjoys
moist fertile soil and partial shade, just what our garden offers. Seed to be sought.
Incidentally, if the seed primulae are collected when mature and sown straight away
into a tray of compost in a shaded area of the garden, germination is usually high and
quite rapid. Bought seed is sometimes more difficult to get going, often needing
overwintering in a cold frame or pretend vernalisation spells in the fridge.
The Hellebores (the so-called “Lenten rose”) have
flowered well this Spring, though I do wish they
wouldn’t arrange their flowers to stare forever at
the ground. I suppose this is to protect their
delicate pollinating parts from the winter weather.
Most of the sorts available these days, some of
which are spectacularly colourful, are again the
results of plant breeders, hybridising and crossing
between the two dozen or so different species
found throughout the Northern hemisphere. The
white “Christmas Rose” Hellebore that flowers in
December and January (H. nigra, would you believe) tends to look you more full in
the face. Nurseries and supermarkets were full of them this winter and I bought one
to see if it would breed true from seed – hellebores produce lots. Slugs and snails
stay away, maybe because they know that all parts of these plants are poisonous:
the Greek word for Helleborus meant “injurous food”.
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On the subject of plant breeding, a huge amount of work has recently gone into
producing new varieties of one of my favourites: Calendula. The flowers of Calendula
officialis have been used throughout history for decoration and in cooking – hence
the name “pot marigold”, and breeding programmes have crossed this with other
distinct species to develop sorts that are tidier and carry on flowering for months (so
we are told). These sound eminently suitable for the tubs in the Stuart House garden
and will be tried out this summer.
In the meantime, sweet peas have been planted in large pots to provide scented
summer blooms for the café’s tables, and protected from molluscs by crushed egg
shells and gravel, uncomfortable to slither over. At least that’s the theory: we’ll see.
Again, today’s familiar sweet peas are a result of recent breeding: gardeners in
Stuart times would have had dreary, dowdy diminished sorts, though still scented.
One shrub missing from the Stuart House garden that we must have is Daphne
which flowers in early Spring and which has scent that bowls one over. If anyone
has a bush and would like to donate some cuttings this summer, that would be most
welcome!
Malcolm Mort

Members of the garden volunteer team, who
keep our ‘secret garden’ such a joy.

..................................................................................................................................

Jacqueline Currell
We are saddened to know of the death of the artist and sculptress Jacky Currell who
was well known to many members of the Trust. Jacky held two exhibitions at Stuart
House, her last one in 2012, and profits from the sale of lino-cuts from her ‘Creatures’
series raised well in excess of £1,000. Originally a Prix de Rome scholarship student,
who studied in Italy, Jacky taught for many years at Plymouth College of Art & Design
before moving to Derbyshire to teach at Chesterfield Art College. Jacky exhibited at
Stuart House long after she had moved to Derbyshire, and bringing her work to Liskeard
was in itself a task.
Sue Glencross

Cherry Wood
We are sorry to hear of the death of Cherry Wood, who, although she had not been able
to get into the House for some time, was a strong supporter of the Trust, its activities and
its people. Many members knew her and will remember her.
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ART and CRAFT EXHIBITIONS and SALES
Pat’s Art Box

made a third visit to Stuart House from March 20th to 25th. Pat
(Thuysbaert)’s joyful beachscapes fascinated early arrivals to the EGM/AGM, and
formed , together with other subjects and photographs, a colourful background to that
occasion (see p.1 and 2). Lino-cuts by Richard Jenkins were again combined into
the exhibition, and this time Pat was joined by Cathy’s Jewellery.
Cathy’s love of natural gemstones
stemmed from doing science A Levels.
She has been working in jewellery
making and retail for some years, for
some time in an artists’ co-operative and
also from the Barbican in Plymouth.
Like Pat, she accepts work on
commission. Cathy’s stones are ethically
sourced from all over the world, although
mainly from Africa.
The freshwater
pearls she uses are farmed and the
abalone and coral are free-dived for in
New Zealand.
Pat’s Art Box returns to the Gallery again from 3rd to 8th of April, and again from 8th to
13th of May. Cathy will again join Pat, with other artists too.

3rd
Stuart House
SEWING BEE
Tuesday 18th April to Saturday 6th May

VINTAGE SALE
A return of the successful
sale of vintage decorative
items and clothing
Tuesday 18th April to
Saturday 6th May

Classes, workshops, demonstrations
‘drop-in-for-help’ sessions plus sales
of materials and haberdashery.
More details to follow – do ask Sioux at
Stuart House.

Thursday 20th to
Wednesday 26th April
Jane and Tony Wood’s

DOWNSIZING
SALE
(see p.2!)

(any donations of materials etc. are
welcomed – please bring into the House)

Pictures, books (including
history), good quality brica-brac.
In the King’s Room
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Call My Stuart House Bluff
(Based on the popular TV parlour game of some years ago)

Why not join us for an evening of light-hearted mental
exercise together with light refreshments.
Come as an individual or form a team.
See if you know the real meaning!
All words from the Tudor/Stuart period.

The Gallery in Stuart House
Thursday 6th April at 7.30pm.
Tickets only £5 – from Stuart House in advance or on the door!
A fun way to raise funds for the House!
Hope to see you there!
(Bluff-master: Bob Hollingdale)
êSpring events at our partner, Sterts Theatre

é Don’t forget the Stuart
House Shop in the Doctor’s
Surgery : changing selections
by local craftspeople, plus sale
of Stuart House publications.
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Diary of Events
April 2017
Monday 3rd to
Saturday 8th

Pat’s Art Box (see p.8)

Tuesday 4th
Tuesday 18th

Liskeard Writers’ Group meet 2 – 4 pm.

Thursday 6th

‘Call My Stuart House Bluff’. An evening of entertainment.
7.30pm. £5. (see p.9)

Monday 10th

Liskeard Poetry Group meet 4-6 pm.

Friday 14th
Saturday 13th
Monday 17th

House closed on Good Friday
House open as usual on Saturday
House shut on Easter Monday

Tuesday 18th to
Saturday 6th May

Stuart House Sewing Bee (see p.8)

Tuesday 18th to
Saturday 6th May

Vintage Shop (see p.8)

Thursday 20th to
Wednesday 26th

Jane and Tony Wood’s Downsizing Sale (see p.8)

Coming in May

•
•
•
•
•

Monday 1st May : Spring Bank Holiday, House closed
Pat’s Art Box (8th-13th)
Antiques Valuation Day (8th)
Art and Crafts Show with Victor and Nancy (15th-27th)
Mark Gregory Art Group exhibition and music from 29th

The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café and Computer Research Suite are open
9.30 am – 3.30 pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays.
The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise.
The Office is open every weekday until at least 2 pm.
Articles, information, notices and photographs for the Stuart House
Newsletter to the editor, please (who must reserve the right to edit
th
as necessary), before 25 of the month for inclusion in the next
newsletter. Leave with Sioux in the Office or email to
rachelpbennett59@gmail.com
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