July 2016
BURGESS PRESENTATION TO
GEORGE VAUGHAN-ELLIS
June,
was
a
Wednesday,
22nd
memorable day for George and those
who attended the ceremony when The
Mayor of Liskeard, Councillor Jane
Pascoe, presented him with a medal and
framed certificate to commemorate his
becoming an Honoured Burgess of the
Town.
A Bard of Gorsedh Kernow, George wore
his bardic robes for the event. His bardic
name Penser (Architect) acknowledges
his services to Cornwall through
architecture.
George had a successful architectural
George Vaughan-Ellis, long-term active
practice in Liskeard from 1950, working
member of Stuart House, with the Mayor.
locally and further afield, and has always
Photo by Eileen Crouch, (see p.2) who
taken an active part in various societies
wrote this report.
in the town. Since his retirement he has,
through Stuart House, produced the Henry Rice project (having inherited all Rice's
drawings when he acquired the practice). He created the Henry Rice Trail Map, arranged
the restoration of Rice's tombstone in Lanchard cemetery, completing the project with the
publication of the Henry Rice Album. He also promoted his other 19 th century “heroes” architects, surveyors and civil engineers - by giving talks and staging exhibitions. As a
member of the planning group for the Liskeard Heritage Trail he designed all the street
signage.
The event was attended by members of the Town Council, several past Mayors, Honoured
Burgesses and family members. Stuart House was represented by Chairman Bob
Hollingdale and past Chairmen – Bruce Hawken, Tony Wood and Eileen Crouch.
(Apologies received from Tony Piper.)
Recovering from a recent spell in hospital, George is at present residing in Beech Lawn,
who made available their spacious lounge and their staff who provided impressive
refreshments for the occasion.
On behalf of Stuart House, congratulations have been given to George, but he will of
course welcome individual good wishes (c/o Beech Lawn, Higher Lux Street, Liskeard).
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CONNECTIONS – EXHBITION and TALKS by Eileen Crouch in June

The editor begins .....
Eileen’s talks (with musical introduction by Carlton Crouch)
were a lovely introduction to what Stuart House has hosted
over the years, and supported her wonderfully eclectic
exhibition, in the best sense of that word. As Eileen said at
the start of her talk, exhibits connected together make a story
– like separate notes making music.
I learnt a tremendous lot listening to her talk and looking at
the exhibition and the archives files.
I thoroughly
recommend that newer members (like me) look through the
albums available in the House to get an idea of what has
been done, and perhaps be inspired to do more.

Eileen herself writes...........
This exhibition, on for only one week was enjoyed by many
of our own members, and by a good number of visitors here
on holiday.
The display panels included exhibition material from Celtic
Art 2000, Emily Hobhouse, Nelson & Lapenotiere, World
Heritage Status, Henry Rice Project, Liskeard Town Trail, Royal visitors, our royal
portraits, some Cornish 19th century heroes, members' craft, our garden, plus our 500year time-line.
With six lever-arch files full of the most recent archives, plus ten A4 files containing
memories from 1984 onwards and eight photo albums, there was plenty to look at and
discover. This included our many joint projects with our partners in CHAHP (now
Caradon Heritage Partnership) and with SECMF (South East Cornwall Museums
Forum), and benefit performances in the Public Hall by the Plymouth Gilbert and
Sullivan Society and a Festival there to celebrate the work of 19thcentury Cornish
miner/poet/preacher John Harris.
These archive albums are readily available in the house at all times.
Jean Wills called in with a copy of the 1950s booklet she produced in 2002 of
members' personal memories of that period – it was good to be reminded. Jean gave
a great deal of her time, over five years, extracting information for the Time Line and
organising our archives, that had simply been a pile of papers. For all this the Trust will
be ever grateful.
There was material from the Heritage Group
which Tony Wood set up. Eileen led it for
seven years, when we featured George
Vaughan-Ellis's research of his 19th-century
heroes plus projects initiated by CHAHP. Until
the Henry Rice project was completed Tony
arranged an annual “Henry Rice Memorial
Dinner and Talk”, culminating with a
celebratory dinner held at the Public Hall in
2010, at which the guest speaker was Eric
Beacham of English Heritage.

Stuart House member Carlton Crouch is due to head off to
Britanny to represent Cornwall at the Festival Interceltique de
Lorient: 5-14 August 2016. Carlton is playing saxophone and
recorder with Kyt Le Nen Davey's six piece band Kesson.
A link to Kyt's website: http://www.kesson.com/theband.php
A link to the festival: http://www.festival-interceltique.bzh/

If anyone has the time, ability and
inclination to digitalise exhibition
records, to put them on our
computers, and bring them into
modern times, please contact Rachel
Bennett who has already made a
start.
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Sue’s News of the Committee Meeting of 20th June
Thank you……….. to those of you who responded to the plea in our May Newsletter for
annual subscriptions to be paid thus enabling your voting eligibility to be maintained. ‘Stay
in’ or ‘Leave’ does not, however, apply to the Trust! It is never too late – so anyone still
wishing to renew their subscription should do so now. So far as our new proposed company
status is concerned, we await drafts of documents from Coodes and will continue to report
to the membership on progress.
The Police have alerted Liskeard traders to a spate of thefts from shop premises. If you see
anyone acting suspiciously in the House you should notify Sioux immediately. Please be
extra vigilant yourselves and make sure your valuables are kept in your possession at all
times.
At the Annual General Meeting both Bob and I touched on the rigorous recommendations by
the Charity Commission relating to the appointment of trustees and identifying their specific
roles. I am pleased to say that, following discussions at recent meetings, the task of
identifying ‘who does what’ has been concluded, and at the end of this report you will see a
list which should help with any queries you may have in future, as you will know who should
be approached. The list also includes volunteers who have kindly made themselves
responsible for specific tasks – i.e. Malcolm and Nancy who oversee Garden and Art
Displays respectively. Thanks to them and to all our volunteers.
If you are organising an event, please bear in mind that Sioux, our House Manager, will
have the final say as to whether that event is appropriate at the requested time as she will
take into account any pre-booked events which could clash or even compete with each
other. It is important, therefore, that you do not organise an event until you have first of all
checked with Sioux.
Chair : Bob Hollingdale

Secretary : Sue Glencross

Treasurer : Tony Britton

Maintenance : John Gliddon

Membership : Bob Hollingdale

Membership Liaison : Val Moore

Publicity/Communication : Rachel Bennett/Dave Howard
Old Kitchen Café : Victor Briggs

Office Support : Dave Howard

Website/Social Network : Jo Hoskin

Signage : Jo Hoskin

Art/Heritage : Rachel Bennett/Dave Howard

Art Displays

Garden : Malcolm Mort

Plant Sales : Val Moore

Fund Raising Liaison : Sioux Dunster

Gift Shop : Sioux Dunster

PLANTS PLEASE!
Val Moore (i/c plant sales,
see
above!)
would
appreciate donations of
rooted cuttings and more
mature plants
(labelled
please!) for sale to raise
money for Stuart House.
They can be left at
Reception.

: Nancy Briggs

note:
The fliers for July’s
events at
our
partner

Theatre

Sterts

will be
found as in insert
to this Newsletter
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Thoughts from our Garden’s Overseer
Recent visitors to the garden will have
delighted in the wonderfully scented
pale blue wisteria draping through the
arch in the far shaded corner of the
garden. This plant was donated about
five years ago, and as the leaves and
flowers appear at the same time it
must be the floribunda (Japanese)
sort, as distinct from the sinensis
(Chinese) types where the flowers
appear before the leaves.
Scent in the garden is to be treasured,
especially in winter, and those who frequent the gardens at Lanhydrock House will be
familiar with the rather rare Daphne bholua var. Jacqueline Postill, which produces
flowers with the most intense and beautiful scent in January and February. This
would be an ideal plant for Stuart House, so if anyone has this in their garden and a
cutting can be coaxed to root, this would be gratefully accepted. Daphne cuttings are
notoriously difficult to get going; semi-ripe wood cuttings taken in July and August are
said to work best.
The thornless Rosa banksiae lutea
cuttings I mentioned last time taken
from canes around the garden porch
are doing well, and five are still
available. I recently came across a
radically different way of rose
propagation said to work well. Take a
growing stem about 8” long trimmed
below a node, dip in cinnamon
(goodness, why?) and insert into a
hole made in a largish potato (all eyes
removed). Bury the potato four inches
or so in a shady spot in the garden, cover the cutting with a lemonade bottle from
which the base has been removed, and in a short while you will be rewarded with a
new rose plant. If any readers try this method, please do share your results.
At this time of year one only has to
turn one’s back on the garden for a
few days and things can look very
different next time you look. In Stuart
House, the aquilegias have come and
gone, and those roguish Spanish
bluebells have completely hidden
themselves away no doubt multiplying
their bulbils profusely below ground.
The cranesbill geraniums are currently
prolific; sweet rockets, Canterbury
bells and poppies are flowering
gloriously, and the roses are starting to
bloom in the rear and front gardens. But for those of you looking for sweet peas in
the scented bed – I’m sorry to say that snails and giant slugs have performed their
exasperating now-you-see-it-now-you-don’t trick again.
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At this year’s Chelsea Flower Show
wild flowers were very much in vogue.
For example, the red campion that
bedecks our hedgerows at this time of
year was a favourite, as was the daisy
look-alike
Erigeron
karvinskianus
(Mexican fleabane or Spanish daisy)
that especially loves growing on walls
and in cracks, flowering constantly and
prolifically from March to November.
(A wonderful display can be seen
coating the garden wall of The Old
Stag
opposite
Liskeard
railway
station.) Ammi major, which looks rather like cow parsley, is very much in; but
beware, real cow parsley, which I think is quite attractive, is most definitely out!
This brings us back to that thorny topic of weeds. All the usual culprits are of course
multiplying in great abundance, and this year at Stuart House there is a new
contender for star troublemaker: bindweed. Its fast growing twisting stems have
appeared in several places in the garden and this plant is very difficult to get rid of as
the rhizomes are deep and easily break into fragments which immediately form new
plants.
Topical tip. An oft overlooked annual is the simple Virginia Stock, so simple to grow.
Until the end of July one can sprinkle a pinch of seed into a 4” pot and they’ll be up
and daintily flowering in no time at all.
Malcolm Mort
.......................................................................................................................................

Joyce Martin

We note with sadness the death of one of
our oldest supporters at the age of 97. Joyce
and her husband Ron were enthusiastic
members of the Trust in its early days and
were very actively involved in the restoration
of the house. They were ‘hands on’ literally,
in that they meticulously cleaned the paint
off all the dado panelling in the Surgery.
Panel by panel over several days, they
scraped and sanded many layers of paint
away and then lightly varnished the original
timber exposed by their efforts. From dull
muddy green to light pine woodwork their
hours of work dramatically changed the
appearance of that room. They then went on
to remove the white paint from the slate
fireplace in the Max Locke Gallery and to
decorate that room, walls, paintwork and
ceiling for the first time.
Ron also helped me clear the garden in its
earliest phase of restoration. He died some years ago but Joyce has often come into
the house since then and continued their interest in it. I saw her here late last year
with her daughter and she was as lively and positive as ever. We owe them both a
great debt as it was often their enthusiasm and industry which carried the whole
process of restoration forward in its early days.
Tony Wood
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MUSIC AT STUART HOUSE
The Stuart House Sunday afternoon concert series is taking its Summer break,
resuming again on September 11th, with the return of Gareth and Annie, the
Cornish folk-duo.
The last concert in the Spring series was on Sunday 26th June,
when Ross Morris, classical guitarist, gave a simply
wonderful concert to a well-filled gallery. As this was late in the
month (after Newsletter deadline day!), Angela Wunnam, our
concert-series organiser, is writing a full report, with photographs,
for the August edition of this Newsletter.
We are delighted to host a new concert series....

The Menheniot & Liskeard Young Person’s Concert Series

These are in the usual slot, Sunday afternoon at 2.30, with the first on July 17th.
Organiser (working in collaboration with Angela) Chris Howarth writes ........
“.....this mini concert series comprises 4 lunchtimes concerts per year, each of which
is duplicated. The two venues in which each takes place are Stuart House in
Liskeard and St Lalluwy Church in Menheniot.
The aim of these concerts is to give musically gifted young people in the area the
opportunity to gain experience performing the same programme twice, in contrasting
venues, outside of their education establishment, simulating some of the situations
and scenarios that they would encounter if they were to become professional
musicians. They will prepare their own programme, but also be involved in the
publicity and planning of their events.
In addition to being a valuable experience for
young performers, it is also an opportunity to
showcase some of the exceptional talent in the
area, giving local people the chance to hear upand-coming talent.
The concerts will be very varied, featuring
instrumentalists or singers performing classical
and light music from all historic periods. It is
hoped that they will attract an audience of
existing music-lovers, but also a new young
audience : friends who come to support their
colleagues, enjoy the experience and thereby
become regular concert-goers themselves.
The first pair of recitals is by the very talented 18
year old Gregory Graves. Currently living in
Callington, Gregory plays the Euphonium both
locally and nationally in brass bands and as a
soloist. His exciting programme demonstrates his
virtuosity and also the vast range of possibilities
from this versatile instrument: Soft, mellow airs contrast with rapid coloratura
melodies covering several octaves; beautiful lyrical tunes are as convincing as
humorously entertaining characterful pieces. Gregory’s programme includes
arrangements of vocal arias and well-known instrumental solos, as well as music
composed especially for this instrument. Audiences will be spellbound by Gregory’s
skill and musicianship and, if not already familiar with the euphonium, awestruck by
its adaptability and versatility.
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ART EXHIBITIONS AT STUART HOUSE
Collage and Landscape.

Stuart House was proud, from
May 31st to June 4th, to host a fascinating exhibition of bold, intricate collages by the
well-known artist Charles Summers of Lower Tremar together with delicate botanical
watercolours alongside striking acrylic seascapes by Peter Thwaites, now returned to
his native Cornwall and living near Duloe.
After a successful week they hope to stage a further show of their distinctive artwork
later in the year. We look forward to it.

Rose Gibbon’s own introduction to her Studio Sale and Clearance,
from June 20th to 25th, welcomed visitors by saying “this seemingly diverse assortment
of work all came from the interest in the world of imagination ....... Ideas from thought
and reverie, fictions and fantasy, myth and legend.....The wonder of our universe, the
philosophy of science, the infinitely
big and the infinitely small and the
suggestion of other dimensions and
universes ... all influence my work.
And the process itself is addictive. I
hope you enjoy the landscapes in my
mind’s eye. I hope they can take you
away to another world, or help you in
this one. A comment in the visitors’
book from a visitor from Nebraska
said “shame I have no space in my
case. Gorgeous paintings”. Rose
will return to Stuart House later in the
year.
The Grand Arts and Crafts Exhibition and sale, organized by Nancy
and Victor, runs until 9th July in the Gallery and other rooms in the House, with a
great deal of quality work to see from experienced craftspeople in the south-west.

Stuart House Art, Craft
and Gifts shop in the Doctor’s Surgery
Our own

downstairs has a changing range of items,
again from local craftspeople. The photo
shows Nancy helping to steward.

Adult Education Textiles
and Photography exhibition
The

runs in the Gallery July 11th-16th
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The Stuart House Sewing Bee

ran for a full week from May 23rd to
28 , but then, responding to requests, continued with sales and drop-in sessions for
another two weeks, based in the Jane Room. Many people came in for the classes
and to look through the materials and
completed artifacts on sale. Vanessa did
a tremendous amount to work initiating,
organising, publicising and supervising it,
and would like to thank everybody
involved, particularly Gaby, who put hours
of work into sorting and labelling items for
sale as well as running classes, and Anne
Silcox, Linda Greet and Carol Keogh for
their sessions, enthusiasm and time as
well as (as ever!) Victor and Nancy.
th

Over £716 was raised for Stuart House
funds, including sales worth over £529
(many thanks to all those who donated
materials etc.), £144 from the raffles, plus
the hire of tables for connected sales and
money from classes. In addition, several
sewers left their creations to be sold later
in the year to raise more money for the
House.
There will be a similar event, Sept. 26 –
Oct. 7 tying in with the annual Three Bags
Full events in the Public Hall and other
parts of Liskeard. Donations Welcome!

Gaby Hedley, an experienced
seamstress
with
detailed
knowledge of construction and
embellishment, is offering sewing
and dressmaking classes in
Stuart House or 1:1 sewing and
dressmaking tuition in your own
home. Help with anything : cushion
covers, dresses, on-going projects
........!
gabyhedley1@aol.co.uk
01579 349217
or ask for more details and leave
your name with Sioux in Stuart
House.

Photographs from the top left down
• The Gallery with fabrics ,
threads, trimmings etc, on sale
• Week 3 in the Jane Room
• Discussion and sewing
underway in the Jane Room
th
• Some of the pieces - on a 19
century sewing machine –
donated for sale in the House.
Last month’s Newsletter had pictures of
all the sorting out beforehand, and the
Beaded Baubles workshop in progress.
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HERITAGE at STUART HOUSE
MAN ENGINE LINKS!

Stuart House is mounting a small exhibition
for a week from July 25th to link in with the
visit of the 40ft. ‘Man Engine’ to Liskeard on
Tuesday 26th, and a day full of activities.
From the town the giant will travel up to
Minions, where other events are planned.
Look out for more information in the town
about what is planned, (including story-telling
in our garden) and check The Man Engine
web-site. The journey of this giant marks the
10th (‘tinth’) anniversary of the World
Heritage Mining site, which Liskeard is part
of.

If this Newsletter gets to you in
time, you might be able to catch
the last of the Phoenix 100
events linked to the Liskeard
Lions Carnival week.
Thurs 30th June
7.30pm.
Public Hall – Iain Rowe will talk
on 19th century mining in the
area and its impact on Liskeard,
Friday 1st July 7.30 pm
Geology walk around Liskeard.
Meet outside the museum.

Our exhibition takes as its starting point the
Fountain in the centre of Liskeard which was
erected in 1871 by Matthew Loam (then
mayor) in memory of his father, Michael
Loam, who invented a Man Engine for
miners to use instead of hours of climbing up
ladders. It was designed by Henry Rice,
who George Vaughan-Ellis (see p.1) and
Eileen Crouch (see p.2) with Tony Wood too
have done so much work on. There is a
panel about it in the Henry Rice permanent
exhibition on the top floor of the House.
The exhibition plans to cover working
conditions in the mines and the impact of the
‘real’ man engine.

!
Iain Rowe, now Project Officer at
Kresen Kernow, set up the computers
in our Research Hub with CHAHP
funding some years ago. Recently he
updated them with trustee Dave
Howard assisting. We hope that our
research facility will become more
widely used with its newspaper and
map archive and links through to other
websites and family history research
tools such as Cornwall Parish Clerks
Online and census material.
Ask at Reception if you would like to try
it out.

9

Diary of Events
July 2016
1st and 2nd July

Liskeard Lions Carnival. Stuart House is open for longer on
Saturday. Phoenix 100 walk on Friday

Continuing to 9th
July

Grand Art and Crafts Show

Tuesday 5th
Tuesday 19th

Liskeard Writers’ Group meet 2 – 4 pm.

Every Thursday

Knit ‘n’ Knatter meet from 10.30 am. to 1.30 pm. All welcome.

Monday 11th –
Saturday 16th
Monday 11th

Adult Education Textiles and Photography exhibition

Sunday 17th

MLYPC Concert in the Gallery. Gregory Graves, euphonium.
2.30 pm. Tickets £6 from reception, include refreshments. (see
p.6)
Fake or Fortune – antiques valuation with Richard Hamm of
Bearnes, Hampton & Littlewood. 10 am. to 12 noon.

Wednesday 20th

Liskeard Poetry Group meet 4-6 pm.

Monday 25th –
Saturday 30th

The Original Man-Engine : mining conditions exhibition linking to
the visit of ‘The Man Engine’ to Liskeard and Minions (see p.9),

Tuesday 26th
June

T.B.C. Story-telling in the Garden linked with the visit of The Man
Engine (see p.9)

Coming in
August

•
•
•
•

Our second MLYPC concert
Art Students of Linda Maynard exhibition
Crafts Show
More changes of crafters’ work in our own shop.

The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café and Computer Research Suite are open
9.30 am – 3.30 pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays.
The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise.
The Office is open every weekday until at least 2 pm.
Articles, information, notices and photographs for the Stuart House
Newsletter to the editor, please (who must reserve the right to edit
th
as necessary), before 25 of the month for inclusion in the next
newsletter. Leave with Sioux in the Office or email to
rachelpbennett59@gmail.com
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