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June 2016 

	

May was a busy month in the House.  House administrator Sioux was away in the 
USA for 10 days. She thanks all who helped to keep the House and its café running 
smoothly in her absence, in particular David Bonnick, who covered Reception for 
much of the time. Exhaustive preparation was underway for the Sewing Bee (see 
p.6), and for the two events below. 

	 	

The Bo Foakes Memorial ‘Festival 
of Music’, organized by Stuart 
House, took place in the Public Hall 
on Sunday 22nd May.  There was a  
near-capacity audience, with many 
parents and grandparents attending 
to support the performers from 
different local schools. Chairman 
Bob Hollingdale did the 
organisation and compered the 
show.  Several hundred pounds 
was raised, which will be put 
towards the further encouragement 
of youth music in the area. (more 
on p.2) 

The Grand Family History and 
Heritage Discovery Day, organized 
by the South East Cornwall 
Museums’ Federation,  took place 
in the Public Hall on Saturday 21st.  
Stuart House was one of the 
participants, and took along one of 
the computers from the top-floor 
research hub.  Trustee Dave 
Howard demonstrated some of the 
material we hold, especially the 
tithe maps and the Cornish Times, 
digitized from the 1850s to 1900. 
(more on p.6) 
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IMPORTANT NEWS FROM SUE GLENCROSS, 
Hon. Sec.                          
NOT QUITE A PLC but…… 
 

Stuart House Trust hopes to become a CIO. The Trustees wish to bring 
the legal structure of the Trust into the 21st Century and have therefore 
sought advice from Coodes, its Honorary Solicitors, about forming a 

‘Charitable Incorporated Organisation’ or ‘CIO’ as it is commonly called.  A CIO is a hybrid 
between a charitable trust and a private limited company.  One of our purposes is to enable 
the liability of the trustees to be strictly limited and the CIO route is one favoured by more 
and more organisations such as ours.   

Coodes are offering tremendous help. The process is likely to be quite drawn-out and we 
are being led by solicitors in three departments of Coodes – private client, employment and 
property.  We have been told that, as hitherto, the work will be undertaken on a ‘pro bono’ 
basis, and the extent of that generosity will become clearer to all as the procedure unfolds. 

First discussions are  underway. You won’t notice the difference! Initially four of us – 
Bob, Victor, Tony and myself, met with Joeli Norman (solicitor) who explained various 
aspects to us.  The Charity Commission will need to be involved as will you, the members.  
We will enlighten you all with further information as matters progress but stress that to all 
intents and purposes the running of the House itself will remain unchanged. It goes without 
saying that the charitable status will be retained. 

But an EGM will be needed. Once draft documents have been approved, initially by the 
trustees and then by the Charity Commission, we will need to call an ‘Extraordinary General 
Meeting’ to seek the approval of the membership to the proposal.  At that point a draft of the 
new Constitution will be made available for all to see.   

Paid-up members will be needed to vote. We have to follow strict adherence to our 
Constitution and only those members who are ‘paid up’ (this includes life members) will be 
entitled to vote.  Our present Constitution says that any member whose subscription remains 
unpaid after six months from the beginning of the year ceases to become a member.  Whilst 
in the past that rule has not been strictly enforced, for the purposes of our proposed course 
of action it will now have to be.  Accordingly we will only be issuing appropriate CIO 
documents to paid up members.  This newsletter is circulated either electronically or by post 
to people who may not necessarily still have retained their membership.   

So please make sure your subscription is up to date!. If that applies to you and you wish 
to remain a member, please pay your current year’s subscription by no later than 30th June.  
Please do not take this as meaning that we will simply strike you off the face of the earth if 
you have not paid your subscription by 30th June – but we stress that the right to vote will 
only attach to paid up members.  If you have decided you do not wish to remain a member – 
we would appreciate it if you would let us know. 

Thank you all. Naturally we do appreciate the contribution, both financial and otherwise, 
made by our "paid up" members. 

More to come! It will be essential that a quorum of the paid up members vote: at the 
appropriate time we will be issuing proxy papers for you to use if you are unable to attend 
the EGM. 

Sue Glencross, Hon. Sec. 

Stuart	
House	

CIO	
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THE NEXT STUART HOUSE CONCERT  
Sunday 26th June  2.30pm. 
Ross Morris, classical guitar. 
	
	

	
	
	
	 	

The Bo Foakes Memorial Festival of Music Concert 
Sunday 22nd May – continued from page 1........ 

Many music enthusiasts in Liskeard will have heard 
Ross play before, and will be aware of  both his 
technical ability and the beautiful sound he creates.  We 
are so pleased to be able to welcome him to Stuart 
House for the finale to our Spring Concert Series. 
Ross began playing the classical guitar aged eight, and 
was taught by the Plymouth based concert guitarist 
Alison Smith (who has herself performed at Stuart 
House in the past) before going on to study at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music Junior Conservatoire with 
Rhayn Jooste.  He now attends Cheethams School of 
Music in Manchester where he is taught by Wendy 
Jackson. 
The range of works in his concert will span three 
centuries with composers including JS Bach, Scarlatti 
and Fernando Sor, and, from the 20th century, Villa-
Lobos and Brouwer. 
 
Tickets are £7 from Reception or at the door, and there 
are complimentary refreshments and a chance to talk 
with Ross afterwards. Do come. 

	

Liskeard School & Community College’s Jazz Band 
began both halves with tuneful vigour and its Year 9 
choir performed with feeling as did its smaller 
ensembles.  Dobwalls School singers were lively and 
confident in both action and song, the St Neot school 
group sang so sweetly, and the Duloe School violins 
impressed us all.  Mark and Penny Woodman sang at 
the end, to remind us, as  our compere-chairman said, 
that music continues to bring great joy to  performers, 
as well as to listeners, well after we’ve left school – so 
don’t give up! 
The Hall felt really joyful and alive, with the performers 
able to see and listen to each other from seats on the 
stage or on the floor with the rest of the audience.  
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This Month’s Thoughts from Our Garden’s Overseer ...... 
 
Rosa banksiae (lutea) is the delightful thornless light-yellow rambling rose that grows 
with such abandon over the back porch of Stuart House. In January, I thought it 
would be interesting to try to root some of the pieces taken from the annual prunings. 
This involves inserting sections about 18” long (the right way up – mistakes are easy 
to make) to a spade’s depth in well-drained, friable soil in a nursery bed. Out of 
twenty such cuttings eight seem to have taken. These will need to be left alone until 
the autumn before digging up and potting. If anyone would like one, do let me know. 
 
More on the subject of those 
Spanish bluebells found in the Stuart 
House garden. These have come 
either from a packet of bulbs (all are 
Spanish sorts), or have been 
donated by someone well-
intentioned who found they had 
rather too many of them. (There’s a 
good lesson here: beware of 
gardeners bearing bountiful gifts.) 
Yes, they do make the garden 
beautifully blue in April (a lighter 
colour and slightly earlier than the 
English sort), but they are rather more vigorous, have thicker leaves, and are almost 
impossible to control. If you have them, they’ll for ever try to out-wit you, and you’ll 
need to fight back by trying at the very least to minimise their spread. Rigorously 
dispose of seed heads, and whilst the plants are in leaf dig out bulbs which readily 
multiply themselves; you’ll never find them when the leaves have died down. This 
species was introduced to Britain about two hundred years ago, but took until the 
1960’s to escape into the wild where it now enjoys hybridising with our native more 
demure sort – which, incidentally, can also become a bad weed if allowed freedom. 
Note: putting seeds or bulbs on the compost heap is asking for trouble, big time. 
Also, Spanish bluebells are reported to be highly resistant to herbicides. 

 
Equally troublesome in the garden is 
wild garlic, Allium ursinum (from the 
Latin “Ursus” meaning bear, because 
brown bears in Eastern Europe used 
to love digging it up to feast on). This 
plant is often seen rampantly clothing 
hedges and woodland from April to 
June, growing alongside bluebells, and 
it spreads in exactly the same way 
from very fertile seed and expanding 
bulbs. So it’s probably not a good idea 
to cultivate it, unless you’re acquainted 
with a friendly bear, maybe.  

 
When the builders finally move in next door and clear the old garage site, I shall miss 
the dense tangle of greenery the other side of the fence. There are wild flowers and 
ferns, brambles, buddleia, ash, sycamore and more, all of which show that if an area 
is left alone for only a relatively short time then the seeds and spores constantly 
flying around will quickly send it on its way to returning to woodland.  We gardeners 
often struggle to get things going, but it is reassuring to see the way Nature does it 
with such confidence, ease, and often so beautifully, as shown in the way the 
hedgerows and road verges are ablaze with colour at this time of year.    
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Topical Tips.  During June, anything can be sown: annuals for flowering later in the 
summer, and biennials and perennials for next year. You can start to take cuttings of 
shrubs, too, and if you’ve no time or inclination to do it properly (trimming below a 
node to about three inches, putting them in a pot of compost and covering with a 
plastic bag), then just put them in a glass of water on a north facing windowsill (don’t 
forget to top up occasionally). It’s surprising how many will root.  
 
Malcolm Mort 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.................................................................................................................................... 

 

ç Visitors can no longer answer the 
question posed on the sign above the 
leaflet container in the entrance cross 
passage with ‘because there aren’t any 
there’, or ‘because they’re out of date’!  A 
new House guide sheet was produced by 
the editor at Easter, and a splendid new 
garden plan and notes sheet has 
recently been produced.  Garden 
overseer Malcolm Mort supplied the  text 
and photos and trustee Jo Hoskin  used 
her professional skills to present his 
garden plan clearly and attractively. 

 

The SECMF Family History and Heritage 
Day on 21st May (see p.1), made us 
realise again what a great resource our 
Research Hub is  - in the Rowse Room on 
the top floor, surrounded by the Henry Rice 
permanent  exhibition.  Several people 
commented on how clearly they could read 
the Cornish Times archive and see the 
Tithe Maps.   
Iain Rowe, from the Caradon Heritage 
Partnership, plans to come in to make sure 
our resource is as up do date as possible.  
Look out for more news – and do try it out! 

PLANT SALES 
Stuart House plans to encourage plant 
sales to raise money.  Donations of 
seedlings, rooted cuttings and more 
mature plants – labelled please -  are 
very welcome.  Look out for news of 
special events too! 
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ART EXHIBITIONS in JUNE 
 
Continuing until 4th June:  
Charles Summers FRSA and Peter Thwaites 
Collage and Landscape	
	

	

	
																																					..................................................................................................	
	
June 20th to  June 25th : Rose Gibbon  
Studio Exhibition and Clearance Sale  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

This exhibition, by two 
locally based acclaimed 
artists who have 
exhibited, sold, and 
received commissions 
widely, is a very exciting 
one for Stuart House. 
Among many other 
achievements,  Charles 
Summers has designed 
fans for the Queen, and 
Peter Thwaites has 
illustrated the British 
Mycological Society’s 
‘Guide to Fungi’. 
 

	

We are delighted to 
welcome Rose back 
to the Gallery for a 
further exhibition of 
her work with its 
varied use of media,  
subjects, inspiration 
and its strong 
images.	

GRAND ARTS 
and 

CRAFTS 
SHOW 

 
27th June to 9th July 

 
Nancy and Victor Briggs, who 
have contacts  with crafters of 
all sorts throughout the 
region, are using several 
rooms in the House for 
displays, demonstrations, and 
sales.   

	

STUART HOUSE 
SEWING BEE. 

At the time of this 
Newsletter going to print, 
the week’s events are in full 
swing and a great success 
– more to come next time! 

STOP PRESS 
Extended drop-ins w/b 31st 
May, based in the Jane 
Room! 	

(n.b.		readers	will	
find	the	flier	
advertising	June	
events	at	our	
partner,	Sterts	
Theatre,	on	a	
separate	insert	in	
this	month’s	
newsletter	
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13th to 18th June  CONNECTIONS  
çççç 

Eileen Crouch will be mounting an 
exhibition from Stuart House’s archive 
of past exhibitions and research, much 
of which was compiled by Eileen and 
George Vaughan-Ellis. 
The exhibition and Eileen’s associated 
talks will explore connections such as 
Stuart House and ...  Royalty, Henry 
Rice, St Paul’s Cathedral, Wisconsin 
USA, Trafalgar, Celtic Art, West 
Sussex .....  Come and learn more! 

To link in  with the 10th Anniversary of 
the World Heritage Mining Area and 
the visit of the 40‘ high MAN ENGINE 
to Liskeard and thence to Minions on 
Tuesday 26th July, Stuart House will be 
mounting an exhibition on aspects of 
Mining – including man engines! 
More details of this and all the events 
in Liskeard and Minions to come! 

Talk -  Monday 27th June 7.30 Upton Cross Hall As a result of conversations with residents past 
and present of the Minions area, Brian Oldham has expanded his recently well received talk 
"Memories and Sketches of a 20th Century Caradon Miner" to include even more memories of the 
area.   
 
Walk – Monday 27th June  Meet at the Station Car Park, Minions at 2pm when        Dr Colin 
French will lead another of his popular Botanic walks “The wild flowers of Minions and its mining 
landscape”. No dogs on this walk.  
 
Walk – Tuesday 28th June, Meet in The Hurlers Car Park, Minions at 11.00am: Brian Oldham, 
of Liskeard's Walkers are Welcome, will lead a 6.5 mile circular walk.  Bring a snack, or stock up in 
the local shop, as it could last around 4 hours. A shorter route of 4 miles will also be available. The 
full route will take in all 10 magnificent Boundary Stones and 2 Boundary Rocks that mark the 
unenclosed sector of the ancient Duchy Manor of Rillaton, carved from granite in 1846, all within 
our very own World Heritage Site. Footwear and clothing suitable for moorland walking is 
essential. Sorry, no dogs on this walk 
 
Talk – Thursday 30th June 7.30pm in the Long Room, Liskeard Public Hall, West St, Liskeard.  
“Caradon Mines and Miners” - a look with Iain Rowe at the long history of mining on and around 
Caradon Hill, and the impact the C19th Copper Bonanza had on Liskeard and the settlements 
closest to the mines.  
 
Walk – Friday 1st July Meet outside Liskeard Museum, Pike St, Liskeard PL14 3JE at 7.30pm.  
Geology Walk around Liskeard.  Tea and biscuits will be served in the Museum on your return, 
with a special chance to look at the exhibitions. 
 
 
 
 

	

Stuart House, as a member of Caradon 
Heritage Partnership, supports the 
Phoenix 100 events again being held 
alongside the Liskeard Lions Carnival 
Week.  



	

   Movie Night 
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra 
Sunday 12th June at 5.30pm 
TICKETS £10/8/6    

                                
 

 
 

Summer at Sterts 

 

All of Sterts Summer season is on sale now. 
www.sterts.co.uk or 01579 362382 

or Box Office 10am-4pm weekdays. 
Sterts, Upton Cross Liskeard PL14 5AZ 

Café open for all shows. Booking 07866 292414. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Danny Champion of  
the World 
Illyria 
Friday 17th June at 6.30pm 
TICKETS £12/10/8 
   

Hi-de-Hi 
Sterts TheatreCompany 
Thursday 16th June at 7.30pm 
TICKETS £10/8/6 
 The opening night of 

Sterts comedy for the 
summer season.  
It's time to go back to 
the ‘50s in this stage 
adaptation of the BBC 
favourite. Ted, Gladys, 
Jeffrey and the 
Yellowcoats welcome 
you to Maplin's Holiday 
Camp for an evening of 
classic comedy. 
 

Danny and his father 
live in a caravan and 
operate the village’s 
local petrol station and 
garage. When Danny 
turns nine he is 
devastated to find out 
about his father’s 
secret passion for 
pheasant-poaching in 
the estate nasty Victor. 
Hazell, the local 
wealthy landowner. 
 

Midsummer Dance 
Saturday/Sunday 25th/26th June  
Full details on Sterts website 

A Weekend of Energy 
and Artistry - Midsummer 
Dance.  Dancers will fill 
the space with new 
performance work.Expect 
the unexpected, enjoy a 
dynamic mix of dance 
styles, beauty and 
creativity." A stunning 
venue and such great 
dancing, a brilliant and 
inspiring event." 
Audience member MSD 
2015. 
 

 

  

Join the PSO at the 
movies. This Movie 
Night extravaganza 
features some of the 
very best and most 
popular music for the 
movies ever written, 
including many 
favourites such as 
James Bond, Lord of 
the Rings and 
Jurassic Park 
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Diary of Events 
 June 2016 
 
Continuing until 
Saturday 4th 

‘Collage and Landscape” art exhibition : Charles Summers FRSA 
and Peter Thwaites (see p.6) 

Tuesday 5th  
Tuesday 19th 

Liskeard Writers’ Group meet 2 – 4 pm. 

Every Thursday Knit ‘n’ Knatter meet from 10.30 am. to 1.30 pm.  All welcome.  

Monday 13th to 
Saturday 18th 

‘Connections’ archives exhibition (see p.7) 

Monday 13th 
Wednesday 15th 

‘Connections’ talk by Eileen Crouch.  7.30pm. £4 (see p.7) 
‘Connections’ talk by Eileen Crouch. 2.30pm.  £4 

Monday 13th  Liskeard Poetry Group meet 4-6 pm. 

Monday 20th to 
Saturday 25th 

Rose Gibbon – Art Studio exhibition and clearance sale in the 
Gallery (see p.6) 

Sunday 26th Concert in the Gallery.  Ross Morris, classical guitar.   2.30 pm. 
Tickets £7 from reception, include refreshments and a chance to 
talk with the performers afterwards (see p.3) 
 

Monday 27th to 
Saturday 7th July 

Grand Arts and Crafts Show : stalls and exhibitions throughout 
the House (see p.6) 
 

Coming in July  • Adult Education Exhibition of Students’ Word 11th – 16th 
• Youth Concert Sunday 17th 
• Mining Exhibition to coincide with the Man Engine coming 

through Liskeard to Minions, last week in July. 

 
 
       The House, Garden, Old Kitchen Café  and Computer Research Suite are open  
     9.30 am – 3.30 pm each weekday and until 12.30 pm (Café 12 noon) on Saturdays. 
               The House is open at these times for all events unless stated otherwise. 
                             The Office is open every weekday until at least 2 pm. 

	

Articles, information, notices and photographs for the Stuart House 
Newsletter to the editor, please (who must reserve the right to edit 
as necessary), before 25th of the month for inclusion in the next 
newsletter.  Leave with Sioux in the Office or email to  

rachelpbennett59@gmail.com 
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